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Feature Item: “Nuclear Forces: Restore the Primacy of Deterrence.” Authored by Tom Karako; 
Published by the Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS); December 2016; 5 pages. 

https://defense360.csis.org/wp-content/uploads/Transition45-Karako-Nuclear-Forces.pdf 

U.S. nuclear deterrent forces have long been the foundation of U.S. national security and the highest 
priority of the Department of Defense. As President-elect Donald Trump has observed, nuclear 
weapons pose “the single greatest threat” to the nation. In the coming year, the new administration 
will review the state of U.S. nuclear forces, the nation’s nuclear policy and posture, and how the 
strategic environment has changed. With that comes the opportunity to send a strong signal that 
deterrence has returned to the top of the U.S. nuclear agenda, and that the United States is 
committed to modernizing the strategic triad. 

 

Recommended Changes  

Return deterrence to the top of the U.S. nuclear agenda.  

Stay the course on modernization. 

Ask more of allies to contribute to nuclear burden-sharing. 

Reevaluate the “Three Nos.” 

Realistically assess Russian compliance with arms control treaties. 

Improve credibility and integrated quality of nuclear operations.  

 

U.S. Nuclear Weapons 

1. ‘US Nukes in Germany Are Cold War Relics, Should Go In Dustbin of History’ – Top Russian 
Diplomat 

2. Morale Improving, But Sustainment Problems Still Dog Air Force’s Nuclear Enterprise 
3. US Awards Lockheed Martin $60Mln to Modernize Ballistic Missile Reentry Systems 

 

U.S. Counter-WMD 

1. Military Seeks to Deploy THAAD Battery by May 
2. USFK Commander Says No Delay in THAAD Deployment 
3. S.Korean Frontrunner in Presidential Poll Argues for Delay of THAAD Deployment 

 

U.S. Arms Control 

1. “Status-6”: Retaliation Weapons, Drove the Pentagon into a Stupor 
2. Safety Killed by Washington: 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty Between USSR, US 
3. Russian Strategic Missile Force Armed with About 400 Ballistic Missiles — Defense Ministry 
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4. Russia 'to Increase Mobile Missile Patrols' 

 

 

Asia/Pacific 

1. N.Korean Commandos Practice Attack on Cheong Wa Dae 
2. Does China Really Have a Nuclear-Capable Bomber? 
3. Kim Jong-un's Alcoholic Blackout Leaves Officers Crying 
4. Think Tank: Beijing Installs Weapons on S. China Sea Islets 
5. N. Korea Test-Fired SLBM this Month 
6. 12 N. Korean Sailors Killed in Submarine Blast: Report 
7. N.K. University Sounds Out Columbia Univ for Sister Relationship: Report 
8. Island Defenses Legitimate, Legal' 
9. The Sound of Silence: Chinese Subs to Become Superstealth 

 

Europe/Russia 

1. General Staff: Russian Strategic Nuclear Forces Guarantee 'Aggression Containment' in 2017 

 

Middle East 

1. Leader Tells Iraqis Never Trust U.S. 
2. Netanyahu Says Will Suggest to Trump How He Could 'Undo' Iran Deal 
3. Iranian President Orders Work on Nuclear Propulsion Device 
4. Iranian President’s Order on N. Propulsion Devices No Breach of JCPOA: US 
5. Obama Lets Iran Sanctions Renew Without His Signature 

 

India/Pakistan 

1. India to Get Rafale Fighter Jets in 3-Year Time: IAF Chief 
2. Hafiz Saeed's Men Already Know ABCD of Nuclear Bomb 
3. India Developing Atomic Submarines: Pakistan 
4. India Gets Ready to Test Nuclear-Capable Agni-V ICBM that Can Hit Northern China 
5. Improved Version of Babur Cruise Missile Tested Successfully 

 

Commentary 

1. Consequences of THAAD Deployment Cause South Korea’s Dilemma 
2. As North Korean and Russian Missiles Continue to Advance, US Missile Defense Must Be Top 

Priority 
3. Defence or Deterrence? 
4. First to Use or Not to Use First: A Curious Case of Indian Nuclear Doctrine 
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RT (Russia Today) – Moscow, Russia 

‘US Nukes in Germany Are Cold War Relics, Should Go In Dustbin of History’ – Top Russian 
Diplomat 

12 December 2016 

American nuclear weapons placed in Germany during the Cold War are relics of that era and should 
be removed as they no longer serve any purpose, according to a senior diplomat at the Russian 
Foreign Ministry. 

“American nuclear weapons in Germany are relics of the Cold War, for a long time they do not serve 
the implementation of any practical tasks and are subject to being thrown down the dustbin of 
history,” Sergey Nechayev, chief of the Russian Foreign Ministry’s department responsible for 
relations with Germany, among a number of other European countries, said in an interview with 
RIA Novosti. 

He noted that US nuclear weapons first appeared on the territory of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in 1953, and since then have been a constant presence – although their placement was 
only approved by the German authorities retroactively in 1958. 

“All the related issues are regulated in the context of Germany’s obligations in the framework of its 
NATO cooperation. Since Berlin does not have full sovereignty in making decisions in this regard too, 
the topic is not the subject of [Russia’s] negotiations with the German side,” Nechayev noted. 

According to Nechayev, the issue of the deployment of US nuclear weapons has been the focus of 
political debate in Germany for some time now. 

“In March 2010, the majority in the Bundestag voted to call upon the German government to 
persistently work with US allies on ensuring the withdrawal of US nuclear arsenal from the country. 
[…] 

“The last time the public's attention was drawn to the presence of US nuclear weapons in Germany 
was a little over a year ago, when Washington decided to modernize 20 of its nuclear warheads, which 
are stationed at a base in Büchel [Rhineland-Palatinate region],” the minister said.  

He also mentioned that among those most consistently expressing their opposition to the presence 
– or deployment – of US nuclear weapons in Germany were the Left Party, the liberal FDP and 
Alternative for Germany (AfD). This position is also shared by many members of the ruling parties. 

“However, the German authorities do not dare to put the issue up before Washington,” Nechayev 
stated. 

According to public data, since the end of the Cold War, US aerial nuclear bombs have remained in 
five countries on the other side of the Atlantic: Belgium, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands and 
Turkey. In August this year, German media reported that the US was planning to modernize its 
nuclear arsenal stationed at Büchel air base, placing there a latest generation V61-12 atomic bomb. 
It is estimated that between 10 and 20 nuclear warheads from the Cold War period are stationed in 
Büchel today. The area is under strict protection, with US soldiers also stationed there.  

The German government has long wanted US nuclear weapons to be removed from the German soil, 
but so far this has not happened. 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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“We have by no means given up on this matter, but it is just as difficult as it has been over the past few 
years,” Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said in parliament last spring. And given 
Germany’s obligations to NATO, it may have become even more difficult. 

NATO has been actively deploying weapons to Eastern European states in the recent months, as 
well as conducting showy military drills right along Russia’s borders – including in the Baltic Sea. 
Its official position has long been that military activity in Eastern Europe was a defensive response 
to alleged Russian “aggression” in Ukraine. NATO said Russia was responsible for “annexing” Crimea 
from Ukraine, although the region voted to join the Russian Federation in March 2014 in a 
referendum, following the coup that overthrew Ukraine’s elected government. In September this 
year, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said the bloc was ready to further increase its 
presence in the area, as a gesture of support to its Eastern European members. NATO has also just 
finished the ‘Iron Sword’ military exercises, which started on November 20 and involved 4,000 
troops from 11 NATO countries. The drills were taking place in Lithuania, Russia’s neighbor and the 
largest Baltic nation.  

Moscow has not let NATO activity go unanswered, as it repeatedly addressed it as infringement on 
Russia’s sovereignty and safety. In August this year, Russia deployed S-400 missile defense systems 
to Crimea, while ballistic Iskander missiles were deployed in the Kaliningrad exclave after an 
American ABM (anti-ballistic missile) system was stationed in two Eastern European NATO 
countries – Romania and Poland. 

In his annual address to the Federal Assembly earlier this month, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
expressed regret that the time since the end of the Cold War had passed by in vain for NATO, which 
continues to “infringe on the interests of the Russian Federation.” Putin noted, however, that if 
unprovoked, Russia “does not want confrontation” and “does not seek enemies.” 

“We are committed to a friendly, equal dialogue, to upholding the principles of justice and mutual 
respect in international affairs; we are ready for serious discussion on the creation of a stable system 
of international relations in the 21st century. Unfortunately, in this respect, the decades since the end 
of the Cold War have gone by in vain,” he said. 

https://www.rt.com/news/370067-russia-germany-us-weapons/ 

Return to Top 

 

Defense News – Springfield, VA 

Morale Improving, But Sustainment Problems Still Dog Air Force’s Nuclear Enterprise 

By Valerie Insinna  

December 14, 2016 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — Years after several scandals shook the US Air Force’s nuclear enterprise to its 
core, measures put in place to bolster morale, better equip airmen, and improve training and 
testing seem to be taking effect. But operators at the missile bases say there is still work to be done, 
particularly with regard to sustaining the aging missile-launch facilities that are becoming more 
difficult and expensive to maintain.  

After a visit on Dec. 7 and 8 to F.E. Warren Air Force Base in Cheyenne, Wyoming, Air Force 
Secretary Deborah Lee James told Defense News that one of her last acts as the service’s top civilian 
will be to try to ameliorate maintenance issues discovered during her final trip to the base.    

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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Defense News traveled with the secretary during the trip, sitting in on meetings with base 
leadership and a morning operations briefing where James sought input from missileers and 
maintainers. James also held two separate focus groups with officers and enlisted airmen, who run 
the gamut from security forces to cooks.  

“We want to really dive more deeply into the maintenance arena. Some more attention may be 
merited there,” she said in a Dec. 8 interview after the visit. “Sometimes spare parts aren’t available 
anymore because they’re too old, or sometimes they just haven’t been ordered in enough supply to 
be available when they are needed.”  

James plans to issue a memo containing new guidance meant to improve sustainment of the launch 
facilities, make it easier for the service to obtain spare parts and instill a culture of preventative 
maintenance. The particulars are still being formulated, and James said she intends to get input 
from Air Force Materiel Command head Gen. Ellen Pawlikowski and Lt Gen. Jack Weinstein, deputy 
chief of staff for strategic deterrence and nuclear integration, on how best to implement changes.  

There’s only so much the service can do to upgrade its launch facilities ahead of its larger 
intercontinental ballistic missile modernization initiative, called Ground Based Strategic Deterrent, 
James acknowledged, but “I’m equally sure there are some things we can address here, we just have 
to put our heads together and figure out our target list in the near term.”  

One sustainment challenge repeatedly mentioned by base leaders and operators were broken blast 
valves and emergency shut-off valves, two layers of protection that help shield a launch control 
center from a nuclear attack.  

“When our blast valves are inoperable and our emergency shut-off valves are inoperable, now we 
have a concern about the hardness of the launch control center,” said Lt. Col. Russell Williford, 
320th Missile Squadron commander. Williford clarified that because the centers are built with 
many redundant systems that help protect it, it’s not an immediate cause for worry if one piece 
needs repairs. But “if both of my blast valves were down at a launch control center, then I would 
have a big concern because now we’ve lost some of the redundancy.”  

In those cases, the service would shut down the site and dispatch maintainers to conduct depot-
level repairs. But the age of the infrastructure can sometimes present a challenge.  

“Those items, at some point over 40 years, the back stock just goes away, so fixing those is real 
challenge because you have these amazingly brilliant airmen that are in the maintenance and civil 
engineering world, and they can do amazing things, but they can’t remanufacture a part that was 40 
years old without a design,” he said.  

Because many of the necessary parts are obsolete, it’s almost impossible to do preventative 
maintenance on things like blast valves and emergency shut-off valves. Instead, maintainers are left 
waiting for a part to break before chasing down a replacement — which could take a while to 
obtain.  

“It’s kind of like you’re chasing the problem,” he said.  

Another recurring issue mentioned by multiple sources during the trip were broken elevators used 
to move equipment and people through the launch facility. Again, the issue is parts obsolescence, 
not a lack of funding to the nuclear enterprise, which has largely improved since 2014, Williford 
said.  

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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"If an elevator breaks, how do you fix it? We go out there are we look at it. That motherboard hasn't 
been built for 10 years. So we then go to a vendor and say, 'We need one of these,' and they go, 
‘Well, where's the engineering drawings for that?' " he said. "They may have to reverse engineer the 
required part and then manufacture that one off part. For a lot of these things, we don't have a back 
stock because the vendor went out of business 10 years ago. They no longer even exist.”  

The weather can also play a role in what gets fixed and when, said Master Sgt. Chris Bradshaw, 
assistant noncommissioned officer in charge of the 90th Missile Maintenance Squadron’s missile 
maintenance team. Maintenance crews try to do as much work during the summer as possible 
because the winter weather at the ICBM bases is so harsh that it becomes difficult to do anything 
but the jobs that are absolutely necessary.  

“The winter months roll in and we start to look at: Is it really smart to put this vehicle out on the 
road when we have snow on the ground and super high winds and less visibility? Do we really need 
to get this done today, or can we push this a little further?” he said.  

'Winning the Culture War'  

Nuclear issues have been a focus for James from the beginning of her tenure to its waning months. 
James took on the role of Air Force secretary in 2014, shortly before news broke implicating Air 
Force missileers in a systemic cheating scandal at Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana, caused in 
part by pressure from leaders to score perfectly on monthly exams.  

That was not the first embarrassing incident involving the Air Force nuclear enterprise to be 
unearthed in the early 2000s.  

The Air Force in 2007 lost track of nuclear warheads for 36 hours when a B-52 mistakenly loaded 
with nuclear-tipped cruise missiles flew from Minot Air Force Base in North Dakota to 
Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana. Less than a year later, the Defense Department announced 
that it had mistakenly shipped four fuses used on ICBM nose cones instead of helicopter batteries to 
Taiwan in 2006. Although the fuses were eventually returned, Taiwan was in possession of the 
components for 17 months. 

Ultimately, then-Air Force Secretary Michael Wynne and then-Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley 
were fired in 2008 as a result of the mismanagement of the nuclear enterprise.  

Over the past four years, the Air Force has conducted numerous studies and focus groups before 
implementing sweeping changes to the way it tests, trains, equips and operates is nuclear forces. 
Most prominent was the Force Improvement Program (FIP), which allocated $160 million in fiscal 
2014 and about $181.1 million in fiscal 2015 to add billets, upgrade vehicles for security forces, 
offer incentive pay, and institute other changes to the testing and training regiments of the nuclear 
force. Under the auspice of FIP, the Air Force conducted the first-ever deep cleaning of the launch 
facilities and bought new cold-weather gear for security.  

The service also raised the profile of the nuclear community by elevating Global Strike Command 
leadership to a four-star general and making the deputy chief of staff for strategic deterrence and 
nuclear integration a three-star position on par with other members of the Air Staff.  

“I think we are winning the culture war,” James said after her trip to Warren. James also had 
planned to visit the other two missile bases — Malmstrom and Minot — during the December trip, 
but blizzard conditions and plane troubles forced the secretary to reschedule.  

“Morale is significantly up. Everyone seems to feel much more empowered,” she said.  

But there is still more to be done.  

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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During her focus groups at Warren, James noted one population was less enthusiastic about 
changes to the nuclear enterprise: junior enlisted airmen.  

“I think maybe the least amount of improvement, where we still have spotty morale, is within some 
of the enlisted ranks, and I think that’s particularly true, perhaps in the younger ranks,” she said. 
“They’re lacking in sufficient number of midlevel enlisted — so think staff sergeant level — because 
that’s the level that’s supposed to mentor the young airmen,” she said.  

More staff sergeant-level security forces are on the way, but it will take time to season staff 
sergeants in other career paths.  

A second look at special duty administrative pay may also be warranted, but the path forward will 
likely be up to the next administration.  

“What I heard was people like it, but people who aren’t currently getting it want it,” she said. “The 
idea was to give a reward for the special sacrifices, the special circumstances associated with going 
out to the missile fields. So people on the bases don’t get [special duty assignment pay]. But maybe 
there’s a way to rotate more.”  

One of the biggest problems exposed by FIP was that lower-ranking airmen were no longer allowed 
to make many basic decisions without seeking permission from a commander. Senior Air Force 
leaders interviewed for this story recalled having more authority in the early days of their careers 
than most airmen had in the early 2000s.  

For instance, when the security system is not working properly, guards are dispatched to protect 
the area while maintainers fix the problem.  

“When I was a crew member, when the maintenance folks fixed the security system, you ran a 
couple tests,” and then a lieutenant could release the security teams that patrolled the site in 
camper vans, said one senior leader not authorized to speak on the record. “I came back and 
realized that they weren’t releasing the camper teams anymore. It was being done by squadron 
commanders.”  

Another Air Force official noted that security forces at the time often lacked adequate cold-weather 
gear or even a camper van with working heat — an example of how this lack of empowerment 
could exponentially degrade morale.  

“I don’t know if you can imagine being somewhere where it’s minus 30 and the heater doesn’t 
work,” he said.  

Since FIP, operators said they felt less encumbered by bureaucracy and more able to make 
decisions without having to constantly move up the chain of command.  

“If you see something that you don’t think is right, or you think something needs to change, you can 
speak up,” Bradshaw said. “You can definitely see it. As they are transitioning through, they’re 
definitely saying: ‘Hey, you know, what about this?’ ”  

During his time as a missileer at Minot Air Force Base in the early 2000s, Williford didn’t feel like 
his ideas could effect change, he said. “We didn’t feel like we had ownership of our community.” 
Now, as a commander, he expects his squadron to come to him with ideas like new training events. 
He also has more authority to improve the operational and leadership skills of his squadron by 
implementing those ideas and encouraging them to participate in professional development 
programs.  

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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Missileers also noted a difference in testing and training. For example, before, FIP missileers were 
trained in a classroom, took an exam every month and were expected to score perfectly, even 
though a 90 percent score would allow him or her to pass. 

“When we took the Force Improvement Program and we built it, we brought in B-1, B-2, B-52 guys, 
and they watched what we did,” said Williford, who was one of the chief architects of FIP. “I would 
actually watch their face, and I could kind of count down to when they had that epiphany of ‘What 
are you doing?’ ”  

Now, training is more focused on gaining proficiency through simulation and interactive exercises, 
with testing done every 15 to 18 months. In short, the ICBM enterprise looked at the best practices 
of other Air Force weapon systems and moved toward a similar training curriculum, he said.   

http://www.defensenews.com/articles/us-to-halt-arms-sales-to-saudi-arabia-over-yemen-
casualties 
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Sputnik International – Russian Information Agency 

US Awards Lockheed Martin $60Mln to Modernize Ballistic Missile Reentry Systems 

Lockheed Martin won $60 million in US Air Force contracts to support and modernize ballistic missile 
reentry systems, according to the company's press release. 

16 December 2016 

WASHINGTON (Sputnik) – US defense giant Lockheed Martin won $60 million in US Air Force 
contracts to support and modernize ballistic missile reentry systems, the corporation said in a 
press release. 

"The nearly four-year, firm, fixed price contract is valued at $60 million, and work began last month," 
the release stated on Thursday. "The equipment will be used by Air Force missile maintainers 
to support testing and maintenance of all Minuteman III ICBM reentry systems." 

Lockheed Martin also announced that the Air Force extended a separate existing weapon system 
integration contract for ICBM reentry vehicle integration and modernization increasing its value by 
$10.6 million nearly $107 million over five years, the release added. 

The contracts are part of the Air Force Global Strike Command's Continuous Force Improvement 
Program 

https://sputniknews.com/military/201612161048624023-lockheed-martin-icbm-reentry-
contract/ 
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The Korea Times – Seoul, South Korea 

Military Seeks to Deploy THAAD Battery by May 

By Rachel Lee 

December 11, 2016 

The Ministry of National Defense plans to speed up the procedure of deploying a U.S. advanced anti-
missile system here, aiming for completion by May, defense officials said Sunday. 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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However, this may trigger a backlash from opposition parties, which have vowed to push for 
abandonment of disputed projects undertaken by the Park Geun-hye administration, including the 
one about the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) battery. 

The political uncertainty following the impeachment of the scandal-ridden leader and potential 
presidential candidates' opposition to the anti-missile battery are expected to overshadow the 
ministry's plan to set up it here next year. 

Concerns have been raised that the deployment may be derailed since the scandal involving Park 
and her confidant Choi Soon-sil erupted in October, which diluted the President's power as a top 
decision marker. 

But such a move to accelerate the deployment is expected to face escalating conflict with the 
opposition bloc that has insisted its stance against the missile system. 

Rep. Choo Mi-ae, the main opposition Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) chairwoman, said last week 
after the passing of a motion to impeach the President that the party is determined to examine 
pending issues in detail including China's retaliation coming from the THAAD deployment and the 
spreading of avian influenza across the country. 

Rep. Kim Dong-cheol, interim leader of the minor opposition People's Party, also said the current 
national security team should all stop the process of such "sensitive, serious issues such as the 
THAAD deployment and the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) deal, 
and these should be carried out under the new government." 

A defense ministry official said, Sunday, that infrastructure needed for the THAAD deployment such 
as electricity and water supply at a golf course in Seongju, North Gyeongsang Province, was already 
set in place, adding that it will not take much time to complete construction. 

The ministry and the Lotte Group have agreed on a land swap deal to enable the United States 
Forces of Korea to set up a THAAD battery on the Lotte-owned golf course last month. In exchange, 
Lotte will get military-owned land in Namyangju, Gyeonggi Province. 

After the two sides reach a conclusion of the deal, slated for next January, necessary procedures will 
follow in accordance with the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA). Under the agreement, Seoul is 
responsible for providing the land and relevant facilities to host THAAD while Washington will fund 
its deployment and operation. 

The ministry also said it is considering skipping an environmental impact test for the site to speed 
up the process, because the golf course already had one when it was first set up. 

"Whether or not to carry out another test will be decided after coming up with a basic plan," an 
official said. 

However, calls for another test are growing due to harmful electromagnetic waves emitted from 
THAAD's X-band radar. 

In July, Seoul and Washington announced a decision to deploy a THAAD battery here by next year to 
better deter evolving threats from North Korea' nuclear and missile programs. 
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Many opposition lawmakers have called into question the government's bungled management of 
the deployment decision-making process as well as its official announcement, which sparked severe 
criticism from local residents living in the area selected as the THAAD location. 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/12/205_219915.html 
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Yonhap News Agency – Seoul, South Korea 

USFK Commander Says No Delay in THAAD Deployment 

December 13, 2016 

SEOUL, Dec. 13 (Yonhap) -- The commander of the U.S. Forces Korea said Tuesday there will be no 
delay in the deployment of an advanced U.S. missile shield in South Korea next year. 

Opposition parties have stepped up their objection to the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD) system since the impeachment of President Park Geun-hye last Friday, demanding the 
decision to introduce THAAD be delayed to the next administration. 

"I don't expect any delays," Gen. Vincent K. Brooks told Yonhap News Agency when asked if he 
expected the political crisis to affect the deployment. 

He made the remark after a meeting with Defense Minister Han Min-koo at the ministry's 
headquarters in Seoul. 

Gen. Brooks said early last month the anti-missile system will be installed within eight to 10 months 
to counter growing nuclear and missile threats from North Korea. 

"You're gonna see the deployment of a THAAD battery. This is an alliance decision. It will come in 
the next eight to 10 months. That is an Army unit and ... a larger configuration than the one in 
Guam," he said during a seminar on Nov. 4. 

In July, South Korea and the U.S. announced a decision to deploy a THAAD battery in South Korea 
despite China's opposition. China said it could hurt their strategic security interests. 

During the 30-minute meeting, Minister Han and Gen. Brooks confirmed the two countries would 
push for the deployment as planned, according to the ministry. 

Han also called on the U.S. troops here to stay on high alert as North Korea could raise military 
tension from its miscalculation at a time of power transition in both South Korea and the U.S., the 
ministry said in a statement. 

Gen. Brooks was quoted as saying that the U.S. troops will be equipped with the "fight tonight" 
spirit to deter any types of North Korean attacks on the South. The four-star general said the U.S. 
will consider deterrence measures including the deployment of U.S. strategic assets to the Korean 
Peninsula. 

This year alone, Pyongyang has conducted two nuclear tests in January and September and 
launched a series of missiles as part of its efforts to achieve the goal of developing a nuclear-tipped 
long-range ballistic missile that could hit parts of the U.S. mainland. 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/12/13/1/0301000000AEN20161213007700315
F.html 

Return to Top 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
https://twitter.com/USAF_CUWS
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/12/205_219915.html
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/12/13/1/0301000000AEN20161213007700315F.html
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2016/12/13/1/0301000000AEN20161213007700315F.html


USAF Center for Unconventional Weapons Studies  

(CUWS) Outreach Journal 
 

Issue No.1245, 16 December 2016 
United States Air Force Center for Unconventional Weapons Studies| Maxwell AFB, Alabama   

https://cuws.au.af.mil \ https://twitter.com/USAF_CUWS 
Phone: 334.953.7538 

 
 

People’s Daily Online – Beijing, China 

S.Korean Frontrunner in Presidential Poll Argues for Delay of THAAD Deployment 

(Xinhua) 

December 16, 2016 

South Korea's frontrunner in presidential polls on Thursday made out his case that the deployment 
of a U.S. missile defense system in his country must be delayed to allow the next government to 
review it. 

Moon Jae-in, former head of the main opposition Minjoo Party, told foreign correspondents in Seoul 
that the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) installation issue must be postponed to let 
next administration to reconsider it. 

The frontrunner in recent presidential surveys said the THAAD deployment is a matter having gains 
and losses from the perspective of national security of South Korea. 

The Park Geun-hye administration, Moon said, failed to go through the process of finding a public 
consensus in the U.S. anti-missile battery installation, while refraining from making diplomatic 
efforts on China and Russia. 

Seoul and Washington abruptly announced their agreement in July to deploy one THAAD battery in 
southeast South Korea by the end of next year. Commander of U.S. forces stationed in South Korea 
indicated the installation within the second half of 2017. 

China and Russia have expressed strong oppositions to the U.S. missile defense battery that can 
peer into territories of the two countries. 

South Korea, which had maintained a position of so-called "three Nos" meaning no proposal, no 
negotiation and no decision, declared the deployment as a bolt from the blue. 

Moon, the runner-up to President Park in the 2012 election, said it is not appropriate to continue to 
push the THAAD installation in current situations that the president is impeached and the prime 
minister serves as acting president. 

President Park was impeached last Friday by 234 to 56 in the 300-seat National Assembly, 
suspending her from office immediately. Prime Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn assumed temporary 
presidential power until the constitutional court rules on it up to 180 days. 

"It is desirable for next administration to make a rational decision (on THAAD deployment) after 
sufficient efforts to find public consensus and diplomatic efforts (on neighboring countries)," said 
Moon. 

Moon has maintained first place in presidential polls for the seventh consecutive week at 24.0 
percent, up 0.9 percentage points from the previous week. 

http://en.people.cn/n3/2016/1216/c90000-9155699.html 
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SvobodnayaPressa (SVPressa.ru)– Moscow, Russia 

“Status-6”: Retaliation Weapons, Drove the Pentagon into a Stupor 

US concerned about the appearance of the Russian NPA fundamentally new type 

By Vladimir Tuchkov 

December 11, 2016 

November 27 Russian sailors carried out a successful test of an unmanned nuclear submarine 
"status-6", capable of carrying a nuclear warhead mnogomegatonny. It is reported by Washington 
Free Beacon columnist Bill Gertz. The tests took part submarine special purpose B-90 "Sarov". 

Hertz calls the "status-6" revolutionary machine. As the US designers and other technologically 
advanced countries of the world to this idea has not yet come close. 

Pentagon spokesman Geoff Davis declined to comment on details of the test, saying: "We are closely 
watching the development of Russian underwater technologies, but we will not comment on it." At 
the same time, the Defense Ministry does not doubt the reality of the "status", he even assigned the 
NATO code - "Canyon". 

This weapon became known a year ago when, during the television broadcast of the meeting, 
Vladimir Putin has occurred "sovsekretnoy information leak", which, of course, was planned. US 
strategy was thus sent a signal that a new weapon capable of guaranteeing make a dent in the North 
American continent massed defense and produce destruction, the scale of which exceeds the attack 
several well-known intercontinental ballistic missiles. That is, it is not just an asymmetric response 
to the treacherous construction of the European missile defense, and the decision, repeatedly 
overlapped and missile defense, and NATO battalions in Poland and the Baltics, and other 
potentially aggressive towards Russia Washington's actions. 

Deciphering slide Western experts, "leaked" to the two central Russian TV channel, gave a lot of 
information to understand what is an unmanned underwater vehicle (PPA) "Status-6", developed in 
TSKBMT "Ruby". these words were read: "Appointment - loss of important objects of the enemy of 
the economy in the coastal area and the application of the guaranteed unacceptable damage to the 
country through the establishment of extensive zones of radioactive contamination, unsuitable for 
implementation in these areas of military, economic, business or other activity for a long time." 

I must say that there was a similar project in the early '60s. It develops T-15 torpedo, which had a 
length of 24 meters and a weight of 40 tons. It was equipped with a 100-megaton thermonuclear 
charge. But at that time there was no compact nuclear reactors for power plant and electric 
batteries to ensure the promotion of the torpedo only 30 kilometers. 

But the problem with the reactor has been solved in half a century. At the same time significant 
progress has occurred not only in the nuclear power industry, but also in electronic components 
and control systems, and materials, and other constituent elements of the torpedo. In addition, we 
changed the strategy and tactics of the Navy. Therefore PPA "status-6" - is a completely new 
development, which has to do with the T-15 a 100-megaton charge capacity. 

This new development - it is not a torpedo, a submarine robot that has artificial intelligence and 
capable of acting on their own at a distance of several thousand kilometers away from its host - the 
submarine special purpose. 

Technical parameters, which circulate in the public domain, based, of course, not on the top-secret 
documents TSKBMT "Ruby". They are the result of decoding of the Ministry of Defense of the slide, 
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got on television screens, expert analysis, both domestic and abroad, taking into account the 
scientific, technical and technological potential of the military-industrial complex of Russia. 

First of all, you must say no to the quantitative and qualitative aspects of the warhead. In order to 
realize the set for the "status" objectives, the warhead must have a section of cobalt. This should 
lead to the maximum and long-term radioactive contamination of vast territories. It is estimated 
that at a wind speed of 26 km / h poison radioactive cloud coast rectangle measuring 1700 × 300 
km. 

The unit of "Rubin" is able to destroy the base of Navy aircraft carrier strike groups, surface air 
bases. All this is experimentally verified by the Americans themselves. In 1946, the US Navy 
conducted tests of an underwater explosion capacity of 23 kilotons. As a result, I was lost 
completely new aircraft carrier "Independence" Launched in 1942. After four years of unsuccessful 
attempts at decontamination, he was flooded. But warhead "Status" contains radioactive cobalt 
products division by several orders of magnitude greater. 

Expected rate of PPA in the range from 100 km / h to 185 km / h. It provides water jets operating 
from the reactor having a capacity of 8 MW. The reactor has a liquid metal coolant, so that is 
possible to increase efficiency and reduce noise significantly. What does the "status-6" virtually 
invisible underwater. Among other things, the reactor has a great value for the cost to power 
output. It can cost about $ 12 million -. For the production of effective deterrence weapons such 
costs are not significant. 

In the analysis of the strength of "6 STATUS" body it has been found that it is operating at depths of 
1000 meters. All of the above as evidence that the PPA is extremely difficult to detect, even at the 
maximum track. For anti-submarine sonar SOSSUS system that controls the coast of the United 
States, the new device is much less noticeable than the most low-noise submarine in the world, 
"Warszawianka". It considered that "the status-6" at a cruising speed of 55 km / h can be detected 
not more than a distance of 2-3 km. In the case of detection, he easily gone against any NATO 
torpedoes at maximum speed. In addition, the PPA, possessing intelligence, able to perform 
complex maneuvers. 

Indeed, the chances of destruction of "the status 6" even if it is minimal detection. Most Fleet 
torpedo US Mark 54 has a speed of 74 km / h, that is, the minimum estimates less than 26 km / h. 
The most deep-European torpedo with a formidable name MU90 Hard Kill, fired in pursuit, at a 
maximum speed of 90 km / h is able to go up to 10 km. 

In assessing the "status-6" should be considered "intelligence" of the NPA. As a weapon of 
deterrence, he can come to the destination point and lay low, waiting for the signal to undermine 
warhead. The signal can be fed through the channel superlong as ultra-long waves penetrate into 
the water column. In this case, we will have a deterrent weapon, ready to work immediately. 
Without zatrachivaniya time to approach and "swam". 

Thus it can be assumed that the task of the system includes other tasks. With such a powerful 
platform that can operate independently for a long time, including the adoption of tactical 
decisions, "status-6" and can produce invaluable intelligence. 

In conclusion of the media "status-6." Diesel-electric submarine "Sarov" project 20120, built in a 
single copy, designed to test the newest deepwater technology. Consequently, it is not the carrier.  
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However, at the "Sevmash" in secret two boats built for special purposes - "Belgorod" and 
"Khabarovsk", which, according to a variety of circumstantial evidence, and will serve the "status-
6." Presumably, they will be put into operation in this decade. 

--Article originally published in Russian.  Translated to English by google. 

http://svpressa.ru/war21/article/162378/ 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=ru&u=http://svpressa.ru/war21/article/162378
/&prev=search 
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Sputnik International – Russian Information Agency 

Safety Killed by Washington: 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty Between USSR, US 

Fourteen years ago, on December 13, 2002, then US President George W. Bush announced that 
Washington would unilaterally withdraw from the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty with the USSR. 

13 December 2016 

MOSCOW (Sputnik) – The ABM Treaty between the Soviet Union and the United States was signed 
on May 26, 1972 in Moscow and entered into force on October 3, 1972. The treaty barred the 
parties from deploying anti-ballistic missile systems that could cover the entire territory of their 
countries, or providing a base for such broad-range defense.  

The Treaty obligated the parties to limit their deployed ABM systems to two sites: one within a 
circle of 150-kilometer radius around the national capital, and the other within a circle of 150-
kilometer radius around intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) silo launchers. 

Within each of these sites the parties could deploy no more than 100 ABM launchers and no more 
than 100 ABM interceptor missiles. 

These limitations did not apply to ABM systems used for development or testing, nor those located 
within agreed test ranges, where each party could have no more than a total of 15 ABM launchers.  

In addition, the treaty also limited the number and capacity of ABM radars.  

The treaty allowed the deployment of fixed land-based defense ABM systems only. Both counties 
undertook not to develop, test, or deploy sea-based, air-based, space-based and mobile land-based 
ABM systems or components.  

The parties also agreed not to develop, test or deploy ABM launchers for firing more than one ABM 
interceptor missile at a time from each launcher, as well as automatic or semi-automatic or other 
similar systems for rapid reload of ABM launchers.  

The parties pledged not to transfer to other states and not to deploy outside their national territory 
ABM systems or their components limited by the ABM Treaty. 

Compliance with the treaty was to be assured using national technical means of verification in a 
manner consistent with generally recognized principles of international law. 

The treaty was of unlimited duration, but stipulated that each party had a right to withdraw if it 
decided that extraordinary events related to the subject matter of the treaty had jeopardized its 
supreme interests.  
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On July 3, 1974 the parties signed in Moscow a Protocol to the ABM Treaty, which reduced the 
number of sites to one per party. The Soviet Union pledged not to deploy ABM systems or their 
components around ICBM silo launchers, and the United States pledged not to deploy ABM systems 
or their components around the national capital.  

For 30 years, the ABM Treaty served as the foundation of the existing system of international 
agreements on the limitation and reduction of strategic offensive weapons. Russia consistently 
advocated the continuation of the treaty. Its value has been repeatedly recognized by the 
international community. For three years in a row, the UN General Assembly overwhelmingly voted 
for a resolution to support the continuation of and compliance with the ABM Treaty at its 54th, 55th 
and 56th sessions in 1999-2001.  

On June 13, 2002, the ABM Treaty became invalid. 

https://sputniknews.com/military/201612131048495378-abm-treaty-us-ussr-1972/ 
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TASS Russian news Agency – Moscow, Russia 

Russian Strategic Missile Force Armed with About 400 Ballistic Missiles — Defense Ministry 

Russia’s strategic missile system Sarmat will go operational 2019-2020 

December 15, 2016 

MOSCOW, December 15. /TASS/. Russia’s Strategic Missile Force operates about 400 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, which makes up over 60% of the Russian nuclear triad’s 
warheads and carriers, Strategic Missile Force Commander Colonel-General Sergei Karakayev said 
on Thursday. 

"At present, the Strategic Missile Force grouping comprises about 400 intercontinental ballistic 
missiles with nuclear warheads of various categories of their capacity," the commander said. 

Therefore, the Russian Strategic Missile Force concentrates over 60% of strategic weapons and 
warheads of Russia’s strategic nuclear forces. In addition to the Strategic Missile Force, Russia’s 
nuclear triad includes seaborne strategic forces and strategic aviation, the commander said. 

According to the commander, "99% of launchers in the Strategic Missile Force grouping are kept in 
a combat-ready state." 

As the commander said, the funds allocated under the state armament program through 2020 allow 
maintaining the pace of troops’ rearmament. 

"The emphasis in developing the Strategic Missile Force’s perspective strike grouping will be made 
on its qualitative transformation and a considerable increase in the share of modern missile 
systems," the commander said. 

Over the same period, the systems of troops’ and weapons’ combat control will be qualitatively 
improved, he added. 

"In the final account, the Strategic Missile Force will have a balanced structure and operate an 
optimal number of missiles designated to solve the diverse tasks of ensuring nuclear containment 
and Russia’s security," the commander said. 
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Russia’s strategic missile system Sarmat will go operational in 2019-2020. 

"Alongside the gradual withdrawal of the Voyevoda missile from service the strategic missile 
system Sarmat will be authorized for service and go operational. The Sarmat is a silo-based liquid 
propellant heavy missile. The estimated date when it may enter duty is 2019-2020," Karakayev 
said, when asked when the Sarmat might take Voyevoda’s place. 

Karakayev said the Voyevoda’s reliability parameters after 28 years in service remained stable. 

"The decisions made by now will keep the Voyevoda complex till 2022," he added. 

Earlier reports said the Sarmat would be put on duty at the end of 2018. 

The Sarmat is a heavy inter-continental ballistic missile carrying a maximum payload of ten tonnes, 
in contrast to its predecessor’s 8.75-tonne payload. It is expected to replace the R-36M2 missile 
(Voyevoda), which, according to open sources, was authorized for service in 1988. 

The Sarmat’s prototype was already available in the autumn of 2015, but no pop-up tests have been 
made so far. A source in the defense-industrial complex at the Plesetsk space site was not ready yet, 
adding that the first tests were due at the end of 2016. 

Yars missiles  

Russia’s Yars intercontinental ballistic missiles are capable of dodging space-based antimissile 
interceptors, Karakayev said. 

"The missile of the Yars system incorporates the options of an antimissile trajectory maneuver to 
dodge space-based missile shield interceptors. Of course, this system, as it enters into service, 
considering the development of missile shield complexes and the system’s upgraded versions, will 
in a perspective strengthen the combat capabilities of the Strategic Missile Force strike grouping to 
breach missile defense systems and strengthen the nuclear containment potential of the Russian 
strategic nuclear forces," the commander said. 

The Yars missile system has larger capabilities for the use of the positioning area compared to the 
Topol ICBMs, which it is designated to replace, the commander said. 

"The Yars design specifics allow for launches from the sites, on which the Topol could assume 
combat duty only after special engineering re-equipment. Improvements have been made to the 
characteristics of communications means and the chassis and the missile itself has become more 
powerful and actually invulnerable to the enemy’s existing missile shield systems. The Yars missile 
warhead has also changed qualitatively, the commander said. 

Russia missile forces to conduct 10 ballistic launches in 2017. 

"Next year there will be more than ten launches, mostly expected to test future missile systems and 
prolong the operation of the current ones. Also, three will be some combat test launches," he said. 

Karakayev recalled that in 2016 the Strategic Missile Force carried out six missile launches - four of 
new missile systems, one for the purpose of prolonging the operation of existing missiles and one 
combat training launch. 

The SMF commander said that Russia would notify the United States of all of its missile launches no 
less than 24 hours in advance under the Soviet-US treaty of 1988 and within the framework of the 
current strategic arms reduction treaty. 

"The notification states the planned launch dates, the site and the area where the warheads are 
expected to fall," he said. 
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Karakayev told the media that 160 weapon samples have been tested at the Kapustin Yar test site 
this year, twice the number tested last year. 

"In 2017 the experimental facilities will finish to be upgraded. This will allow for increasing the 
intensity of launches and expand the range of tests," he said. 

http://tass.com/defense/919518 
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BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) News – London, U.K. 

Russia 'to Increase Mobile Missile Patrols' 

December 15, 2016 

 A Russian military commander has said the army will expand mobile missile patrols in European 
regions of the country in 2017. 

Col Gen Sergei Karakayev said pontoon technology meant nuclear missiles could now be moved to 
new areas and "overcome practically any water obstacle". 

Tensions between Russia and Nato have escalated because of the annexation of Crimea and the 
conflict in Ukraine. 

However, the two sides have agreed to hold talks in Brussels on Monday. 

"When tensions run high, as today, it is even more important to have direct dialogue with Russia," 
said Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. 

Ambassadors from all 28 members of the Western military alliance will join Russia's Alexander 
Grushko for the first Nato-Russia Council (NRC) meeting since July. 

Mr Grushko said he planned to have a frank discussion about the security situation, particularly 
"the consequences of Nato reinforcements on the eastern flank". 

What is Russia's plan? By Jonathan Marcus, BBC defence correspondent 

The announcement of more missile tests and the wider deployment of mobile missile systems 
highlights the continuing salience of nuclear weaponry in Russia's strategic thinking. 

For all its military adventures in Ukraine and Syria, Russia's conventional forces are far less modern 
than those of the West. 

When asked what the combat experience in eastern Ukraine had demonstrated to Russian 
commanders, one noted Russian expert said recently that "before we were 25 years behind the 
West, now we are only 15 years behind them". 

That is why Russia's nuclear weapons matter so much and that is why they are being modernised at 
a steady rate. Mobile systems like the RS-24 Yars or Topol (there is also a silo-based version) are 
seen as essential to providing a retaliatory capability. 

At a time of crisis they would emerge from their bases and be deployed to pre-surveyed sites. 

Nato suspended co-operation with Russia after it took over and annexed Crimea from Ukraine in 
2014 and relations remain frosty. 
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Both sides have staged military exercises and Nato is to beef up its forces to reassure the Baltic 
states and Poland. The election of Donald Trump to the US presidency has also triggered alarm, as 
he is widely seen as more friendly to Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Russia deployed nuclear-capable Iskander missiles two months ago in Kaliningrad, an enclave that 
borders Poland and Lithuania. Mr Putin said last month that Russia had to use its missile systems as 
"counter-measures" against facilities it saw as threatening. 

Unconfirmed reports have also suggested that Russia has been looking into transporting its Yars 
missiles by rail. 

The chief of Russia's General Staff, Valery Gerasimov, told foreign military attaches in Moscow on 
Thursday that the idea that Russia's armed build-up in the west was a threat to Nato was "totally 
groundless". 

While Russia's forces in its western military district had decreased, he argued, Nato's activities had 
been stepped up. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-38333722 
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The Chosun Ilbo – Seoul, South Korea 

N.Korean Commandos Practice Attack on Cheong Wa Dae 

By Lee Yong-soo 

December 12, 2016 

North Korean commandos have practiced attacking South Korea's presidential compound and 
abducting key officials as leader Kim Jong-un watched, official media reported Sunday. 

Given the state media's practice of reporting events a day late, the attack drill probably took place 
on Saturday, a day after the National Assembly voted in favor of impeaching President Park Geun-
hye. 

The Rodong Sinmun daily featured 27 photos of special forces soldiers infiltrating Cheong Wa Dae, 
the presidential office engulfed in flames and Kim Jong-un smiling. 

The drill appears to have been held at a firing range on the outskirts of Pyongyang, where the South 
Korean military said in April North Korea has built a mock-up of Cheong Wa Dae. 

A government official here speculated that the North staged the drill to celebrate the imminent 
ouster of Park, who had pursued a hardline policy against the North. 

North Korean media also pictured photos of major South Korean government officials hanging on 
the walls at the firing range. 

After the exercise, Kim posed for photos with the elite troops. 

http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2016/12/12/2016121200710.html 
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The Stars and Stripes – Washington, D.C. 

Does China Really Have a Nuclear-Capable Bomber? 

By ERIK SLAVIN, Stars and Stripes 

December 13, 2016 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — If America straps a warhead to a Chevy Silverado, does it own a 
nuclear-capable truck? 

Technically yes, though the United States arguably has far more efficient ways of maintaining its 
nuclear deterrent. 

The same might be said for the “nuclear-capable” Chinese H-6K bombers that flew around Taiwan 
and over disputed areas within the South China Sea, according to some analysts. 

Fox News first reported the flights earlier this month, citing unidentified U.S. officials in each case. 

Many security experts interpreted the flights as a Chinese show of strength in light of President–
elect Donald Trump’s overtures to Taiwan. 

However, the H-6K’s description as a nuclear weapons carrier touched off a debate over the reports 
Tuesday. 

“No, China’s H-6 bomber is not nuclear-capable,” wrote Jeffrey Lewis, director of the East Asia 
Nonproliferation Program at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies in Monterey, Calif., 
on Twitter. 

Jeffrey Lewis 

@ArmsControlWonk 

Jeffrey Lewis Retweeted Fox News 

No, China's H-6 bomber is not nuclear-capable. A tweetstorm about why it matters for signaling and 
stability.  

(1/25) twitter.com/FoxNews/status… 

11:51 AM, 12 Dec 2016, Monterey, CA 

Lewis cited a report that China retrofitted an H-6 variant in 1965 to deliver an atomic bomb but 
said the program never got beyond the test phase. 

He then pointed to the 2016 China Military Power Report prepared by the Pentagon for Congress. 
The report cites Chinese publications and officials talking of China’s intentions to build a long-range 
“strategic” bomber, as well as a strategic deterrence mission reportedly assigned to China’s air force 
in 2012. 

But for now, the report concluded that China doesn’t have a nuclear-capable bomber. 

“These media reports and Chinse (sic) writings suggest China might eventually develop a nuclear 
bomber capability,” the report stated. 

China could possibly have developed a nuclear bomber capability after the Pentagon report’s 
release. However, the report makes no mention of any imminent capability, as it does in other areas 
where China is advancing its weapons development. 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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The H-6K is a newer variant of the Cold War-era H-6 bomber. It can complete longer-range 
missions and carry up to six land-attack cruise missiles, or LACMs, according to a Congressional 
Research Service report in March. 

Some responding to Lewis’ tweet argued that air-launched cruise missiles can be adapted to carry 
nuclear warheads, which would make the bomber nuclear-capable. 

However, there is no publicly known instance of China currently doing that. 

The CRS report’s section on China’s nuclear capabilities talks extensively about China’s land-based 
ballistic missile stockpile, as well as its emerging submarine-launched capability. 

There is no mention of the H-6K or any other bomber as nuclear capable by CRS. 

Even conventionally armed, the H-6K does concern the military. The Pentagon report to Congress 
described China’s long-range missile development as “extraordinarily rapid.” 

The Pentagon views the U.S. territory of Guam as a potential H-6K target in its myriad war scenarios 
and notes that China launched H-6K flights into the Western Pacific for the first time in 2015. 

“If [China] is sending any signal, it is one of conventional readiness, the ability to conduct LACM 
strikes,” Lewis said. “We are interpreting the signal as a nuclear threat. That reinforces a series of 
concerns I have about signaling and misperception.” 

http://www.stripes.com/does-china-really-have-a-nuclear-capable-bomber-1.444071 
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The Korea Times – Seoul, South Korea 

Kim Jong-un's Alcoholic Blackout Leaves Officers Crying 

By Lee Han-soo 

December 14, 2016 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un's drunken rage ― followed by a total blackout ― has caused fear 
and tears among high-ranking North Korean military officials, according to Tokyo Shimbun, a 
Japanese daily, Tuesday. 

Citing an unidentified source, the outlet reported that last September Kim summoned the military 
officials after getting drunk, calling them "traitors of the nation" for not being able to develop a 
military satellite. 

"Not being able to develop one military satellite is the same as committing treason," Kim allegedly 
said during his drunken rant. 

Afterward, he forced the officials to write letters of apology all night. 

But when Kim woke the next morning, he was totally unaware of his outburst. 

"Why are you all gathered here?" Kim said to the military officials. "All of you are old and should 
look after yourselves." 

After hearing Kim's morning greeting, the officials allegedly cried and Kim left satisfied, believing 
they were touched by his kindness, the report said. 
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"The military officials probably cried because of the sudden release of tension of being executed," 
said the anonymous North Korean source. "Everyone is showing loyalty out of fear of being 
executed and no one dares speak against Kim."  

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/12/485_220159.html 
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The Japan News – Tokyo, Japan 

Think Tank: Beijing Installs Weapons on S. China Sea Islets 

Reuters 

December 15, 2016 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) — China appears to have installed weapons, including anti-aircraft and 
anti-missile systems, on all seven of the artificial islands it has built in the South China Sea, a U.S. 
think tank reported Wednesday, citing new satellite imagery. 

The Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative (AMTI) at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies said its findings come despite statements by the Chinese leadership that Beijing has no 
intention to militarize the islands in the strategic trade route, where territory is claimed by several 
countries. 

AMTI said it had been tracking construction of hexagonal structures on Fiery Cross, Mischief and 
Subi reefs in the Spratly Islands since June and July. China has already built military length airstrips 
on these islands. 

“It now seems that these structures are an evolution of point-defense fortifications already 
constructed at China’s smaller facilities on Gaven, Hughes, Johnson, and Cuarteron reefs,” it said 
citing images taken in November and made available to Reuters. “This model has gone through 
another evolution at [the] much-larger bases on Fiery Cross, Subi and Mischief reefs.” 

Satellite images of Hughes and Gaven reefs showed what appeared to be anti-aircraft guns and what 
were likely to be close-in weapons systems (CIWS) to protect against cruise missile strikes, it said. 

Images from Fiery Cross Reef showed towers that likely contained targeting radar, it said. 

AMTI said covers had been installed on the towers at Fiery Cross, but the size of platforms on these 
and the covers suggested they concealed defense systems similar to those at the smaller reefs. 

“These gun and probable CIWS emplacements show that Beijing is serious about defense of its 
artificial islands in case of an armed contingency in the South China Sea,” it said. “Among other 
things, they would be the last line of defense against cruise missiles launched by the United States 
or others against these soon-to-be-operational air bases.” 

AMTI Director Greg Poling said AMTI had spent months trying to figure out what the purposes of 
the structures was. 

“This is the first time that we’re confident in saying they are anti-aircraft and CIWS emplacements. 
We did not know that they had systems this big and this advanced there,” he told Reuters. “This is 
militarization. The Chinese can argue that it’s only for defensive purposes, but if you are building 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
https://twitter.com/USAF_CUWS
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/12/485_220159.html


USAF Center for Unconventional Weapons Studies 
CUWS Outreach Journal 
Maxwell AFB, Alabama 

Issue No.1245, 16 December 2016 
United States Air Force Center for Unconventional Weapons Studies| Maxwell AFB, Alabama   

https://cuws.au.af.mil \ https://twitter.com/USAF_CUWS 
Phone: 334.953.7538 

 

giant anti-aircraft gun and CIWS emplacements, it means that you are prepping for a future 
conflict.” 

http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0003408804 
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The Korea Times – Seoul, South Korea 

N. Korea Test-Fired SLBM this Month 

By Yi Whan-woo 

December 15, 2016 

North Korea test fired a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) this month, according to 
Japanese broadcaster NHK, Thursday. 

Quoting U.S. officials, the broadcaster said the U.S. had detected a "ground test" of an SLBM in North 
Korea. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said it cannot verify the report, although, "South Korea and the U.S. are 
working closely to monitor North Korea's development of SLBMs." 

If confirmed, the test will be Pyongyang's latest violation of the U.N. Security Council's (UNSC) 
nuclear sanctions against the Kim Jong-un regime, including UNSC Resolution 2321 imposed Nov. 
30. 

NHK said the latest test is believed to be aimed at fully acquiring the technology necessary to launch 
a missile out of the water and put it on a trajectory toward a target. 

According to U.S. military sources, North Korea has been making rapid progress on SLBMs 
following its test Aug. 24. 

The missile then flew about 500 kilometers on a high-arc trajectory before landing in the East Sea 
under Japan's Air Defense Identification Zone. 

It was significant progress compared with tests April 23 and July 9 when the missiles exploded in 
the air. 

NHK said the U.S. is analyzing whether North Korea collected data for deployment of SLBMs 
through its latest test. 

Meanwhile, the JCS refused to say whether it received data about North Korea's SLBMs this month 
from Japan after Seoul and Tokyo signed a General Security of Military Information Agreement, 
Nov. 23. 

Despite public protest, the Ministry of Defense struck the deal to obtain intelligence on North 
Korea's military activities, including SLBMs, directly from Japan, without going through the U.S. 

"It's a security-sensitive issue and we can't disclose any details," a JCS official said. 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/12/485_220230.html 
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The Korea Times – Seoul, South Korea 

12 N. Korean Sailors Killed in Submarine Blast: Report 

By Park Si-soo 

December 16, 2016 

A North Korean submarine exploded while on a training mission in April, killing all crew members 
on board, according to a Japanese newspaper. 

Citing unidentified sources, Tokyo Web reported on Thursday that the submarine was "broken into 
two parts" after an explosion while navigating in North Korea's territorial waters. The exact cause 
was unknown and North Korean media outlets have remained silent over the accident, it said. 

"The youngest crew member was just 19," the daily reported. "His mother collapsed after being 
informed of her son's death, a scene observed by her neighbors." 

It is unknown which mission the doomed submarine was on. But some experts here cautiously 
suggested that the accident could have happened during the test-firing of a submarine-launched 
ballistic missile (SLBM). 

The North has increased efforts to complete its development of SLBM to defend itself better from 
intensifying international sanctions over its nuclear weapons program. 

In the latest provocation, the reclusive state test fired a SLBM early this month, according to 
Japanese broadcaster NHK.  

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2016/12/485_220292.html 
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Yonhap News Agency – Seoul, South Korea 

N.K. University Sounds Out Columbia Univ for Sister Relationship: Report 

December 16, 2016 

TOKYO, Dec. 16 (Yonhap) -- Kim Il-sung University, North Korea's top university, has sounded out 
New York's Columbia University about the possibility of forming a sister relationship with the alma 
mater of U.S. President Barack Obama, a Japanese newspaper reported Friday. 

The Asahi Shimbun said the North Korean university has also told the school that it wants to invite 
Joseph Stiglitz, an economics professor who won the 2001 Nobel Prize in economic science, for a 
visit. This gesture is part of its efforts to follow the orders of the North's leader Kim Jong-un that the 
North's prestigious school be elevated enough to gain entry into a list of the world's top 
universities. 

A Columbia University professor teaching human genetics held talks with officials of Kim Il-sung 
University in October this year when he made a visit to Pyongyang as a member of an academic 
body, a source familiar with North Korean affairs was quoted as saying by Asahi. 

The Japanese newspaper said the North Korean school's officials "wished to have exchanges with 
Columbia University, which has produced Nobel laureates," expressing a wish to invite Stiglitz to 
the Pyongyang-based university or have its professors visit the U.S. school so that they can learn 
about market economics. 
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But the source dimmed the possibility of making the North Korean school's wish come true during 
the term of the incumbent U.S. president who has taken a sanctions-centric approach toward the 
North Korean regime for its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. 

In October, Kim Jong-un reportedly sent a letter to the faculty and students of Kim Il-sung 
University ahead of the school's 70th anniversary of its founding, stressing the need to develop it as 
a top school in the world. 

The North Korean university, from which the current leader's father Kim Jong-il graduated, has 
maintained exchanges with the University of British Columbia in Canada and Syracuse University in 
New York, Asahi said. 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/12/16/0401000000AEN2016121600840031
5.html 
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China Daily – Beijing, China 

Island Defenses Legitimate, Legal' 

By Li Xiaokun (China Daily) 

December 16, 2016 

Beijing says measures taken on the Nanshas are not 'militarization' 

Beijing said on Thursday that necessary military measures on the Nansha Islands are mainly for 
defense, citing a high-profile foreign military presence right "outside the front door", an apparent 
reference to the United States. 

The Defense Ministry's remarks on its micro blog followed a report by a US think tank on 
Wednesday. 

The report by the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies, which cited 
recent satellite images, said China appeared to have installed weapons, including anti-aircraft and 
anti-missile systems, on seven islands in the South China Sea. 

The Defense Ministry said development on the Nansha Islands was mainly for civilian purposes, 
while necessary military measures there were mainly for defense and were "legitimate and legal". 

"For example, were someone to be threatening you with armed force outside your front door, 
would you not get ready with even a slingshot?" the ministry said on the micro blog. 

The US military has repeatedly conducted "freedom of navigation" operations in which ships and 
planes have passed close to Chinese territory. 

Beijing said the moves were provocations and increased the risk of a military accident. 

Admiral Harry Harris, who leads the US Pacific Command, said on Wednesday that the United States 
will be ready to confront China "where we must". 

US president-elect Donald Trump also hinted on Twitter that he would be harsher than his 
predecessor with China in the South China Sea. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang told a regular news briefing on Thursday, "If China's 
building of normal facilities and deploying necessary territorial defensive facilities on its own 
islands is considered militarization, then what is the sailing of fleets into the South China Sea?" 
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He said the Nansha Islands "are China's inherent territory". 

He said the defensive facilities on China's territory are completely normal and have nothing to do 
with "militarization". 

Zuo Xiying, a researcher of international relations at Renmin University of China, said, "Given 
existing foreign threats against China in the South China Sea, how can China put no defensive 
measures in the region? 

"And, for sure, the US will continue using this topic to press China," he said. 

Zuo added that it seems Beijing and Washington have different understandings of non-
militarization in the South China Sea. 

Alexander Neill, a senior fellow for Asia-Pacific security at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies in Singapore, told the Associated Press that, looking forward, China's new military 
deployments will likely be calibrated in response to moves taken by the US. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2016-12/16/content_27686195.htm 
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Sputnik International – Russian Information Agency 

The Sound of Silence: Chinese Subs to Become Superstealth 

16 December 2016 

Chinese scientists have reportedly devised a new system of active acoustic protection for 
submarines. In a commentary for Sputnik, Russian military expert Vasily Kashin elaborated on the 
significance the use of this novel technology will have for the Chinese Navy. 

In contrast to the existing passive systems of noise suppression, the technology of active acoustic 
protection is meant to either mask the noise generated by a submarine’s propulsion system of jam 
enemy sonar.  

“This new Chinese technology stems from their large-scale work on the so-called topological 
isolators, which consist of a current-conduction dielectric and could be used as data storage devices 
in future quantum computers,” Kashin said. 

The Chinese researchers experimented with ring-shaped aluminum topological isolators, each 14 
centimeters across. By activating a number of such rings they managed to direct reflected sound 
waves in the desired direction. 

This means that a submarine will be able to redirect sound waves bouncing off its hull elsewhere 
thus making sure that they are not picked up by enemy sonar. 

“Just how this method will work with passive means of detection, which register noises generated 
by a submarine’s mechanisms, etc., is hard to tell though as in some cases such passive detectors 
prove more effective,” Kashin noted. 

But even if this method does not work with passive acoustic detection systems, it is still a major 
breakthrough capable of seriously changing the existing methods of submarine warfare. 
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“Just how effective this new technology is going to be in real-life situations is hard to say as much will 
depend on its cost, consistency and ability to withstand long use in adverse conditions,” Vasily Kashin 
continued. 

Still, the achieved results could help the Chinese Navy to considerably improve its anti-submarine 
capability.  

“This, in turn, would be a great boost to China’s strategic defense programs and its Navy,” he said.  

https://sputniknews.com/asia/201612161048647472-china-subs-stealth/ 
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TASS Russian News Agency – Moscow, Russia 

General Staff: Russian Strategic Nuclear Forces Guarantee 'Aggression Containment' in 2017 

The general assured General Staff will continue to develop the Russian Armed Forces 

December 15, 2016 

MOSCOW, December 15. /TASS/. The development of Russia’s strategic nuclear forces in 2017 will 
be maintained at a level that would ensure the guaranteed containment of aggression, Valery 
Gerasimov, Chief of the Russian Armed Forces’ General Staff and First Deputy Defense Minister, said 
on Thursday. 

"We will continue to develop the Russian Armed Forces in 2017," he said. "We will pay particular 
attention to keeping our strategic nuclear forces at a level that would ensure the containment of 
aggression against the Russian Federation and its allies, meeting the parameters under the treaty 
on strategic offensive arms," Gerasimov said at a meeting with foreign military attaches. 

He noted that Russia would also continue building up the capacity of its aerospace defense system 
and push ahead with efforts to promote its national interests in the Arctic zone. 

Gerasimov added that this would make it possible for the Russian Armed Forces to adequately 
respond to emerging security threats and ensure the country’s peaceful development. 

"We will continue the activities aimed at increasing the level of confidence and reducing tensions. 
We are open to dialogue insofar as our partners are," he said. 

http://tass.com/defense/919595 
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Tehran Times – Tehran, Iran 

Leader Tells Iraqis Never Trust U.S. 

December 11, 2016 

TEHRAN – Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said on Sunday that the 
U.S. has never been seeking to root out the Takfiri terrorists and that is why the Iraqis should never 
trust Washington. 

The Leader made the remarks during a meeting with Chairman of the Islamic Supreme Council of 
Iraq (ISCI) Ammar Hakim and his accompanying delegation in Tehran.  

The U.S. has always been against power of the Islamic nations, especially Iraq, the Leader remarked. 
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He warned of not being deceived by the U.S. “smiles”. 

The Leader also said that the Islamic Revolution has “given us an advice” not to trust the United 
States. 

“We, in the Islamic Republic of Iran, has gained benefits whenever we took this advice and has been 
harmed whenever we ignored it,” he added. 

Ayatollah Khamenei said the U.S. seeks to protect a number of Takfiri terrorists to achieve its own 
objectives. 

“In Mosul and also in Syria, the U.S. is not willing to defeat the Takfiri terrorists fully,” he noted. 

The Leader also expressed satisfaction over the formation of a coalition among the Iraqi Shiite 
groups, known as the National Iraqi Alliance, and highlighted the importance of protecting and 
boosting unity within the coalition. 

He said the performance of the National Iraqi Alliance is beneficial for “Islam, Iraq and the region”. 

The National Iraqi Alliance can reach its “valuable” objectives through maintaining unity and 
integrity, Ayatollah Khamenei remarked. 

He said Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces are a “great capital” for Iraq who should be supported. 

Elsewhere, the Leader said, “Iraq’s progress is beneficial to Iran and more coordination between 
the two countries serves the interests of both sides.” 

http://www.tehrantimes.com/news/409036/Leader-tells-Iraqis-never-trust-U-S 
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Haaretz – Tel Aviv, Israel 

Netanyahu Says Will Suggest to Trump How He Could 'Undo' Iran Deal 

'There are ways, various ways of undoing it,' Netanyahu says on '60 Minutes.' Contradicting his 
remarks from before deal was signed, prime minister says nixing deal won't spur Iran to rush toward 
bomb. 

By Barak Ravid  

December 11, 2016 

 Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in an interview on CBS' "60 Minutes" that he intends to 
ask Donald Trump to scuttle the nuclear deal with Iran once the president-elect takes office, and 
even suggest several ways in which to do so. 

"There are ways, various ways of undoing it," Netanyahu told Lesley Stahl in the interview, which is 
set to be aired Sunday night.  

"I think what options we have are much more than you think. Many more. .. I have about five things 
in my mind. I’d like to talk to the president (about it)," Netanyahu said.  

Since he became prime minister in April 2009 and particularly in the year before the deal between 
Iran and world powers was signed in July 2015, Netanyahu has warned dozens of times against 
Iran's intention of attaining nuclear weapons. Netanyahu even warned before the deal was signed 
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that the Iranians were close to having enough moderately enriched uranium to enable them to rush 
toward a bomb quickly, once they make that decision.  

On "60 Minutes," Netanyahu reversed his position. He claimed that if the nuclear deal is canceled 
Iran will not rush toward nuclear weapons. He stressed that even before the deal, Iran was deterred 
from making such a breakout. "I think Iran didn’t rush to the bomb before there was a deal… 
because they were afraid of retribution," he told Stahl.  

About a week ago, Netanyahu addressed the Saban Forum in Washington via a video link and said 
that he looks forward to discuss the "bad Iran deal" with Trump. The prime minister said Iran had 
become even more aggressive since the signing of a nuclear agreement with world powers last 
year.  

When asked by businessman Haim Saban whether military action against Iran was still an option, 
Netanyahu said, "When I say we're committed to prevent Iran, I mean we're committed." 

Trump has been highly critical of the Iran deal during his election campaign, calling it "stupid," a 
"disgrace" and "the worst deal ever negotiated." However, he said that he will not cancel the deal, 
but reopen it to negotiation. Gen. James Mattis, Trump's pick for secretary of defense, is a strong 
opponent of Iran but has said that he opposes nixing the deal. 

http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.758397 
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Press TV – Tehran, Iran 

Iranian President Orders Work on Nuclear Propulsion Device 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has ordered the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) to 
plan work on nuclear propulsion devices to be used in sea transport in response to the recent 
violation of a multilateral nuclear deal by the United States. 

In a directive issued to the head of the AEOI on Tuesday, the Iranian chief executive demanded that 
the organization draw appropriate plans to design and manufacture nuclear propulsion devices as 
well as the fuel required for them. 

He instructed Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the AEOI, to report back to him on the issue within a 
maximum period of three months. 

The president said the measures were warranted in light of the United States’ foot-dragging in 
fulfilling its commitments under the multilateral nuclear deal — known as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) — and the recent ratification of anti-Iran legislation in the US Congress 
known as the Iran Sanctions Act (ISA). 

President Rouhani said Iran had warned that the approval of the ISA would amount to a breach of 
the JCPOA. 

He said the directives were now being given in implementation of the decisions made by Iran’s 
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) and the committee tasked with monitoring the 
implementation of the JCPOA. 

In a separate directive issued to the Iranian Foreign Ministry, President Rouhani instructed 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif to take action to follow up on the US violations of the JCPOA as per 
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the provisions of the deal and to take other legal and international measures necessary in that 
regard. 

The JCPOA involves a total of seven sides, namely Iran, the US, the UK, France, Germany, Russia, and 
China. It was reached in July 2015. The deal stipulates that nuclear-related sanctions against Iran be 
terminated and no such sanctions be imposed as long as Iran meets its side of the bargain, including 
certain limits to its nuclear program. 

However, the US Congress recently reauthorized the ISA, extending the US president’s authority to 
potentially impose sanctions on US entities that do business with Iran. 

The ISA awaits US President Barack Obama’s signature to turn into law. The White House has 
signaled that it will sign the ISA but will “waive” nuclear-related sanctions against Iran. Even so, 
Iranian officials have complained, the JCPOA has been breached as a result of the Congress’ renewal 
of the ISA. 

Iran had warned it would take reciprocal action if the ISA was approved. The Islamic Republic has 
written a letter of complaint to the United Nations over the vote on the legislation at the US 
Congress. 

http://www.presstv.com/Detail/2016/12/13/497692/Iran-Rouhani-due-measures-JCPOA-
violation 
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Tasnim News Agency – Tehran, Iran 

Iranian President’s Order on N. Propulsion Devices No Breach of JCPOA: US 

December 14, 2016 

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – The White House said the Iranian president’s ordering of its scientists to 
develop systems for nuclear powered marine vessels is not in breach of last year’s nuclear 
agreement between Tehran and world powers. 

“Such an announcement does not run counter to the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action),” a 
senior Obama administration official said on condition of anonymity, in reference to the nuclear 
deal, Reuters reported. 

In separate directives issued to the Foreign Ministry and the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI) on Tuesday, President Rouhani demanded that they draw appropriate plans to design and 
manufacture nuclear propulsion devices as well as the fuel required for them. 

He instructed Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the AEOI, to 
report back to him on the issue within a maximum period of three months. 

The president said the measures were warranted in light of the United States’ foot-dragging in 
fulfilling its commitments under the multilateral nuclear deal and the recent ratification of an anti-
Iran legislation in the US Congress known as the Iran Sanctions Act (ISA). 

Earlier this month, the US Senate voted 99-0 to extend the ISA for another decade. 

The bill was passed by the House of Representatives nearly unanimously in November, and 
congressional aides said they expected Obama would sign it. 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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President Hassan Rouhani has warned that implementation of ISA will constitute a “clear and 
flagrant violation of the JCPOA” and draw a “very harsh reaction” from Tehran. 

https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2016/12/14/1267437/iranian-president-s-order-on-n-
propulsion-devices-no-breach-of-jcpoa-us 

Return to Top 

 

Iranian Student News Agency (ISNA) – Tehran, Iran 

Obama Lets Iran Sanctions Renew Without His Signature 

December 15, 2016 

TEHRAN (ISNA) - The U.S. President Barack Obama has declined to sign a bill renewing existing 
sanctions against Iran, but allowed the legislation to become law. 

The US Senate passed a 10-year extension of the Iran Sanctions Act (ISA) on December 1, sending 
the measure to the White House for Obama to sign into law, Los Angeles Time reported. 

The House of Representatives voted 419 to 1 last month to reauthorize ISA, which was first 
introduced in 1996 to punish investments in Iran's energy industry based on accusations that 
Tehran was pursuing non-civilian objectives in its nuclear energy program. 

Under the US Constitution, the president has 10 days after Congress passes legislation to sign it, 
reject it or do nothing. 

The White House had said that the US president was expected to sign the bill into law, but Obama 
did not approve the measure as the Wednesday midnight deadline passed.   

In a statement late on Wednesday, White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest said the president had 
decided to allow the legislation to become law without his signature. 

"The administration has, and continues to use, all of the necessary authorities to waive the relevant 
sanctions" lifted as part of the nuclear deal between Iran and the 5+1 group of countries, Earnest 
said. 

http://en.isna.ir/news/95092515881/Obama-lets-Iran-sanctions-renew-without-his-signature 
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The Indian Express – New Delhi, India 

India to Get Rafale Fighter Jets in 3-Year Time: IAF Chief 

Arup Raha said the fighter jets, capable of carrying nuclear weapons and equipped with latest missiles, 
will tremendously increase the force's capability. 

Press Trust of India (PTI) 

10 December 2016 

India will get the first tranche of Rafale fighter jets from France in the next three years, Indian Air 
Force chief Arup Raha said on Saturday. “Rafale contract caters for delivery time between 36 
months to about 66 months if I am not wrong. So within three years time we will have the first few 
aircraft delivered to us and within five and a half years we will have two full squadron of aircraft in 
operation,” Raha said at a function in Kolkata. 

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
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Arup Raha said the fighter jets, capable of carrying nuclear weapons and equipped with latest 
missiles, will tremendously increase the force’s capability. When asked about the depleting strength 
of jets, he said besides Rafale, India is going to produce Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas in large 
numbers. 

“The effort is on to increase production lines. The more the number of aircraft we produce, the 
faster we ramp up the capacity to close the gap created by obsolete and old aircraft,” Raha said. IAF 
has put on display one such obsolete MiG-27 fighter aircraft in front of the Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose International Airport in Kolkata. The installation was inaugurated by the Air Chief Marshal. He 
also said the government is also thinking of procuring another fighter aircraft to fill up the gaps 
faster. 

On the Indo-Russian fifth generation fighter aircraft (FGFA), Raha said they are already working 
with Russia on research and development. “The project is already negotiated. Preliminary design on 
our part is over and if this R&D negotiations are over and we sign the contract then we should have 
these aircraft in another 5-6 years,” Raha said. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-to-get-rafale-fighter-jets-in-3-year-time-iaf-chief-
4420992/ 
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The Economic Times – Mumbai, India 

Hafiz Saeed's Men already Know ABCD of Nuclear Bomb 

By Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury  

December 13, 2016 

NEW DELHI: The head of terrorist group Jamaat-ud-Dawa, Hafiz Saeed, is encouraging students 
from Pakistan’s prestigious University of Engineering and Technology (UET) to join Pakistan 
Atomic Energy Commission and Khan Research Laboratories after graduation. This has led to 
dozens of JuD affiliated members from UET joining the country’s nuclear institutions, raising fears 
of nuclear weapons falling in hands of terrorists, a new book titled ‘Pakistan: Courting The Abyss’ 
has warned.  

In his maiden book, Tilak Devasher, who retired from the cabinet secretariat and dealt extensively 
with India’s neighbourhood, paints a grim picture of the growth of extremist groups and their 
access to sophisticated technology. “LeT’s efforts to access nuclear weapons should also be noted. 
In his book, ‘Call for Transnational Jihad’, Arif Jamal reveals that since his days as a teacher in UET, 
Hafiz Saeed and co-founder of the JuD Zafar Iqbal had been encouraging their students to join the 
country’s nuclear science and technology institutions like PAEC and KRL after graduating from 
UET." Devasher has written in the chapter on terror infrastructure in Pakistan.  

The book further says, “Jamal believes that dozens of JuD members from UET and other universities 
have joined Pakistan’s nuclear and technology institutions. It is this penetration of state 
institutions, including nuclear ones, that seems to have convinced the JuD that it is likely to acquire 
access to nuclear technology. This may come sooner than imagined given the JuD’s ability to realise 
its plans systematically and cool-headedly, he warns.”  

https://cuws.au.af.mil/
https://twitter.com/USAF_CUWS
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UET, based in Lahore and one of the highest ranked universities in Pakistan, was founded in 
undivided India.  

Khan Research Laboratories was founded was by infamous AQ Khan, who had helped North Korea 
acquire nuclear weapons and maintained links with Libya. Devasher has written in the book that “it 
is worth noting that Dr AQ Khan was reported to have attended the rallies of Hafiz Saeed together 
with other nuclear scientists like Sultan Bashiruddin Mehmood, former director of PAEC and Abdul 
Majid”.  

“The latter’s charity Umma Tameer-e-Nau (UTN) was found to be in correspondence with the LeT 
and papers on construction and maintenance of nuclear weapons were found on their premises. 
These two scientists had separately met Osama bin Laden. Speaking at a Kashmir Solidarity Day 
rally in Lahore on 6 February 2004, Hafiz Saeed said: ‘He (AQ Khan) shared the technology for the 
supremacy of Islam and he acted on Allah’s command,” the book says.  

The author also takes a closer look at the role of madrasas in Pakistan in fanning extremism and 
jihadi culture. “Madrasas pose several challenges…10 per cent of the madrassas where anywhere 
between 150,000 and 300,000 students study could be potential terrorists. Even if 1 per cent of 
them were to become suicide bombers, there could well be around 3,000 potential suicide bombers 
waiting to blow themselves up. Even if they do not blow themselves up, the limited education they 
have received would make them dysfunctional members of society, prone to being incited to 
violence,” Devasher says in the book.  

The book also analyses the origin of Pakistan and the civil-military ties in the country, along with 
the state of education and economy besides its relations with the US, China, India and Afghanistan. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/hafiz-saeed-asks-students-to-be-part-of-
pakistan-atomic-bodies/articleshow/55949059.cms 

Return to Top 

 

Daily Times – Lahore, Pakistan 

India Developing Atomic Submarines: Pakistan 

By Tarique Siyal 

14 December 2016 

ISLAMABAD: A senior foreign ministry official on Tuesday reaffirmed Pakistan's abiding 
commitment to peaceful relations with India and called on Delhi to agree to a "sincere dialogue" for 
resolution of outstanding disputes with its neighbour. "Unfortunately, in a bilateral context 
Pakistan and India seem to be moving backwards, which is not a good sign," Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ms Tasneem Aslam said while warning that India was upping the ante 
through dangerous rhetoric and risky claims of surgical strikes, besides attempting to violate 
Pakistani maritime boundary. 

Ms Aslam was delivering a keynote speech at a daylong workshop on 'Defense, Deterrence and 
Stability in South Asia', which had been jointly hosted by Center for International Strategic Studies 
(CISS) Islamabad and International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS) London. The proceedings 
were divided into three themes for an in-depth analysis of regional problems - tensions with India; 
doctrine and deterrence; and politics of cartels in nuclear diplomacy. 

The workshop, which was the fifth of the series of CISS-IISS workshops, brought together 
professionals and experts as well as representatives of policy making institutions and academia 
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specialising in geopolitical and strategic issues. The FO official reminded that while unresolved 
disputes in the region continued to undermine peace and stability, US 'Pivot to Asia' policy had 
created new tensions and alignments here. She cautioned that pronouncement of offensive military 
doctrines, massive acquisition of conventional weapons, expansion of strategic assets, 
nuclearization of Indian Ocean and introduction of Anti-Ballistic Ballistic Missile Systems were 
upsetting strategic balance in South Asia. 

"When seen in conjunction with irresponsible rhetoric from Indian leadership, aggression on the 
Line of Control and Working Boundary, and violation of Exclusive Economic Zone by Indian 
submarine, these developments are highly worrisome and have to be factored in our security 
calculus," she observed. Ms Aslam stressed the importance of sustained dialogue for resolution of 
disputes and normalisation of relations. She, however, regretted that the world turned a blind eye 
to the dangerous escalation in South Asia, which encouraged India's belligerence. This, she warned, 
would not only have consequences for peace and stability in the region, but beyond. 

There was a consensus among the speakers during the session on 'Tensions with India' that there 
was dangerous escalation in the region and political leadership on both sides of the border needed 
to show political resolve and vision for de-escalation. They noted that absence of official dialogue 
made the situation particularly perilous as chances of misunderstanding increase. 

Senior Fellow for South Asia at IISS Mr Rahul Roy Chaudhury said that relations between India and 
Pakistan were at the lowest point since 2008 Mumbai attack. But he noted that "nuclear rhetoric 
and nuclear signaling" occured. He saw little chance of progress towards ending the stalemate 
unless both Delhi and Islamabad made compromises. 

Mr Chaudhury suggested an eight point proposal for rebuilding confidence that could eventually 
lead to the resumption of dialogue. The suggestion included lowering of rhetoric, effective 
implementation of ceasefire, observance of restraint by media, expeditious completion of trials of 
Mumbai and Pathankot suspects, India preventing excesses by security forces in Kashmir, Pakistan 
extending the scope of its counter-terrorism operations, reiteration by Delhi of its interest in 
seeking peaceful resolution of Kashmir issue, and start of a back-channel dialogue especially a 
conversation between intelligence agencies. 

IISS Senior Fellow for Land Warfare Brig (retd) Ben Barry talked about the influence of non-state 
actors on dispute. "Further or more serious attack by non-state actors in Kashmir or (mainland) 
India could produce a dynamic change of military escalation on both sides," he warned. 

Analyst and scholar Dr Hassan Askari Rizvi stressed flexibility for forward movement in ties. He 
said the importance of political resolve for resolving such a stalemate cannot be under-estimated, 
but the problem was that Indian leadership was not willing to talk. As the global nuclear order 
grapples with its challenges and contradictions, there is an emerging scholarly debate regarding the 
issue of de facto nuclear weapons' states and their relationship within the nuclear order. 

http://dailytimes.com.pk/pakistan/14-Dec-16/india-developing-atomic-submarines-pakistan 
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The Times of India – Mumbai, India 

India Gets Ready to Test Nuclear-Capable Agni-V ICBM that Can Hit Northern China 

By Rajat Pandit, Tamil News Network (TNN) 

December 14, 2016 

NEW DELHI: India is getting ready to test its Agni-V intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in its 
final operational configuration from Wheeler Island off Odisha after two years.  

Defence sources said preparations were on in full swing to launch the nuclear-capable Agni-V from 
its canister on a launcher truck towards December-end or early January. "There were some minor 
technical snags in Agni-V, which required tweaking of its internal battery and electronic 
configurations after its last test in January 2015," a source said.  

But India also conceivably wanted to exercise some strategic restraint while making a bid to join 
the 48-country Nuclear Suppliers Group, which China thwarted earlier this year. India, however, did 
manage to join the 34-nation Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), as also ink a civil nuclear 
cooperation agreement with Japan recently.  

The impending fourth test of Agni-V, capable of striking even the northernmost parts of China, is in 
itself significant. "This will be the final test of the three-stage Agni-V, which will be tested for its full 
range, before the Strategic Forces Command (SFC) begins its user trials," the source said. The tri-
Service SFC, established in 2003 to manage India's nuclear arsenal, will conduct at least two tests 
before the missile is produced in adequate numbers for induction. 

While Agni-V was tested in an "open configuration" in April 2012 and for the second time in 
September 2013, the third test, in January 2015, saw it being fired from a hermetically sealed 
canister mounted on a Tatra launcher truck. The missile's canister-launch version makes it even 
deadlier since it gives the armed forces requisite flexibility to swiftly transport and fire the 50-
tonne missile from anywhere they want.  

Once the Agni-V is inducted, India will join the super exclusive club of countries with ICBMs 
(missiles with a range of over 5,000-5,500km) alongside the US, Russia, China, France and the UK. 

Apart from the shorter-range Prithvi and Dhanush missiles, the SFC has inducted the Agni-I, Agni-II 
and Agni-III missiles. While these missiles are mainly geared towards Pakistan, the Agni-IV and 
Agni-V are specifically meant for deterrence against China. Beijing, of course, is leagues ahead in 
terms of its missile and nuclear arsenals. 

But the Indian defence establishment believes the Agni-V is sufficient to take care of existing threat 
perceptions. As earlier reported by TOI, DRDO has also done some work on developing 
"manoeuvring warheads or intelligent re-entry vehicles" to defeat enemy ballistic missile defence 
systems, as well as MIRVs (multiple independently targetable reentry vehicles) for the Agni 
missiles. An MIRV payload basically means a single missile is capable of carrying several nuclear 
warheads, each programmed to hit different targets. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-to-test-nuclear-capable-agni-v-icbm-that-can-hit-
northern-
china/articleshow/55971261.cms?utm_source=toimobile&utm_medium=Whatsapp&utm_campaig
n=referral 
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DAWN.com – Karachi, Pakistan 

Improved Version of Babur Cruise Missile Tested Successfully 

The Newspaper’s Staff Reporter 

December 15, 2016 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednesday successfully tested an improved version of the medium-range 
and subsonic Babur cruise missile to bolster the country’s deterrence capabilities. 

“A successful test of an enhanced version of the indigenously developed Babur Cruise Missile was 
conducted today,” the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said while announcing the test held at 
an undisclosed location. 

The tested missile — described in the ISPR statement as ‘Babur Weapon System Version-2’ — had 
enhanced targeting capabilities, said an expert. “It has more precision,” he said. 

“The missile incorporates advanced aerodynamics and avionics that can strike targets both at land 
and sea with high accuracy,” the ISPR said. 

The Babur missile was unveiled in 2005 and since then has undergone several upgrades. The 
700km Babur cruise missile is a low-flying, terrain-hugging missile, which can hit targets both at 
land and sea with pinpoint accuracy. It also has stealth features. 

Equipped with the Terrain Contour Matching (TERCOM) and Digital Scene Matching and Area Co-
relation (DSMAC) technologies, it can carry both nuclear and conventional warheads. 

The missile is fired from a multi-tube launch vehicle and has a reported payload capacity of 300kg. 

India was not notified about the missile test because the existing bilateral agreement on missile 
notification does not cover cruise missile tests and is limited to ballistic missiles. 

Pakistan has tested a missile after a long pause. Pakistan has a lower testing frequency than its 
neighbour. According to an estimate, India carries out about 2.5 tests to each test conducted by 
Pakistan. 

The test launch was witnessed by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Zubair 
Mahmood Hayat, senior officers of the Strategic Plans Division, Strategic Forces, and scientists and 
engineers of the strategic organisations. 

On the occasion, Gen Hayat said the successful test had served to strengthen the country’s 
deterrence capability. 

Published in Dawn, December 15th, 2016 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1302422/improved-version-of-babur-cruise-missile-tested-
successfully 
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Global Times – Beijing, China 

OPINION/Asian Review 

Consequences of THAAD Deployment Cause South Korea’s Dilemma 

By Cai Jian; Source: Global Times 

December 11, 2016 

South Korean President Park Geun-hye, owing to the Choi Soon-sil (a close friend of Park) scandal, 
has been impeached by parliament on Friday, which has intensified the recent chaos in the country 
and put future Beijing-Seoul ties in uncertainty.  

The deployment of Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) has deteriorated relationship 
between South Korea and China, after which the South Korean media has accused China of 
imposing pressures on the country. Some even criticized China for lacking "manners" as a big 
power, which is not appropriate though. 

China repeatedly showed its objection to the deployment of THAAD. When pursuing its own 
interests, a country must not harm the interests of the others, especially strategic interests. 
However, THAAD will cause damage to China's strategic security. It is reasonable for China to make 
some response.  

This is the same as China's attitude toward North Korea. China and North Korea have a lot of 
common interests. However, China supported the UN's sanctions given North Korea's development 
of nuclear weapons because it undermines China's interests. Now South Korea chooses to support 
the US strategy to contain China and jeopardize China's interests. It has to bear the consequences of 
China's reactions, which is not related to the manners of a country.  

Deploying THAAD in South Korea is an important part of the US Missile Defense Program. 
Rebalancing to the Asia-Pacific was an important strategy of Obama administration. In order to put 
China's rapid rise in check, Obama expanded military presence in the region. Taking advantage of 
the North Korean nuclear crisis, he actively promoted the deployment of THAAD in South Korea. 

THAAD's main objective is to deter the strategic weapon systems in China's hinterlands and 
Russia's Far East regions. The system is of little use for preventing North Korea's nuclear weapons 
and bringing security to South Korea. As a defensive means, it just safeguards the security of 
American troops based in South Korea. Judging from its location, the system does not protect Seoul 
and its adjacent metropolitan areas, and THAAD's deployment can only lead to more strong 
repercussions from other countries.  

China and Russia will have to strengthen their missile penetration technologies in response, which 
may cause military buildups in instead of bringing peace to the region. 

Park believes China is unlikely to carry out real sanctions on South Korea as the close economic 
exchanges between the two countries mean that if China enforces sanctions on South Korea, the 
economy of both countries will be affected. At present, China has yet to take strong 
countermeasures and has always attached great importance to its relationship with South Korea, 
which has been taken for granted. If Sino-South Korean relations are to be improved, China cannot 
make concessions to gain South Korea's support. On the contrary, it is South Korea who should 
devote itself to the improvement of bilateral relations by thinking seriously whether it is 
appropriate to deploy THAAD. 

South Korea's Constitutional Court will spend six months ruling on the validity of Park's 
impeachment. If the conservative Saenuri Party withstands the turmoil, THAAD deployment would 
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likely continue. However, if opposition party gets the chance to lead the country, South Korea might 
adjust its policy for THAAD, contributing to a better Sino-South Korean relationship. In the future, 
China needs to apply appropriate reactions toward South Korea according to these changes. 

The author is a professor of the Center for Korean Studies, Fudan University.  

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1023077.shtml 
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The Washington Examiner – Washington, D.C. 

OPINION/Op-Ed 

As North Korean and Russian Missiles Continue to Advance, US Missile Defense Must Be Top 
Priority 

By GEORGE LANDRITH  

December 12, 2016 

In recent months, while most Americans were tuned into the presidential election, a new wave of 
disturbing global threats to the homeland went mostly unnoticed. 

In August, North Korea attempted to launch two new Musadan ballistic missiles toward our allies in 
Japan that luckily didn't make it far. And in October Russia unveiled its new RS-28 Sarmat 
thermonuclear-armed ballistic missile in a show of strength as it continues to reassert itself in 
Europe. 

Musadan, though its launches failed, is well on its way to becoming a reliable system within just a 
few years, with a range that would carry it to Guam and Japan. In fact, new reports from the US 
military indicate North Korea has the capability to successfully launch a nuclear weapon. 

RS-28 Sarmat, or Satan 2 (its predecessor was dubbed the Satan missile by NATO forces during the 
Cold War) reportedly can carry a nuclear payload more than 2,000 times more powerful than the 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. That is powerful enough to destroy the entire state of 
Texas. It's also designed to move on an irregular trajectory, making it harder to shoot down. 

China and Iran are also racing ahead with new missile technology. Yet, some of our politicians are 
mired in petty squabbling and seem content to insanely and dangerously underestimate the 
growing risk. Oddly, some even argue that improving our missile defense capabilities is 
"destabilizing" as a way of justifying doing nothing or almost nothing. 

With a new Department of Defense led by the revered retired Gen. James Mattis, the Trump 
administration has a chance to reshape and strengthen the Obama administration's approach to 
prioritizing our missile defense strategy. 

While we recently honored the 75th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, we're reminded of the human 
costs of not being prepared. The lives of more than 2,000 military personnel were lost that day. And 
while we always want to strive for peace, we often forget that when we feel safe, we are still 
vulnerable. 
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Serious ballistic missile threats are growing all around us, whether we like it or not. Though we 
may feel safe today, we can't let that be a distraction to ensuring the ongoing security of the 
homeland. 

Our current Ground-based Midcourse Defense (GMD) system has 30 ground based interceptors. 
There is a plan to add 14 more interceptors within the year. Even with the new interceptors, 44 is a 
very modest capability — particularly when it may take more than one shot to shoot down a single 
incoming missile. When one considers that Russia alone has hundreds of long-range missiles 
carrying multiple warheads, 44 interceptors is not an impressive commitment to missile defense. It 
isn't even a half-hearted effort. 

The kill vehicle sits atop the missile interceptor and is the device that tracks and finally intercepts 
and destroys the enemy missile. Once in the sky, the kill vehicle separates from the rocket. Then it 
tracks the incoming missile, discriminates between the real warhead and decoys, and finally locks 
in on the warhead and destroys it at a closing speed in excess of 15,000 miles per hour — 
vaporizing the warhead from the sheer kinetic energy. 

In the long run, we need to pursue a robust, layered missile defense that relies on a wide array of 
technologies to properly meet and protect against risks at every range. Missile defense cannot be 
viewed as optional by the next administration. 

Right now, we must improve and upgrade existing missile defense technologies. The problem is 
both the current administration and many in Congress want to divide our attention and resources 
between growing and evolving threats. The reality is we need to address them all, starting with the 
kill vehicle. 

We need to continue updating our current kill vehicle, while also acquiring additional interceptors 
and developing the next generation kill vehicle. Doing only one puts us more at risk either right 
now or in the future. Doing all of the above in only half measures also makes us more at risk both 
now and in the future. 

Nonetheless, too many in Washington seem to favor half measures. This sort of thinking only 
emboldens Russia's Vladimir Putin and the mullahs of Iran. And it endangers America. 

While shooting down missiles requires complicated engineering, on a political level, this issue really 
isn't that complicated. We must continue with upgrades to our current kill vehicle. At the same 
time, we must develop the next generation kill vehicle that can shoot down multiple warheads with 
a single shot. We must be as strong as possible now and we must continue to keep our defenses 
strong. To do otherwise endangers us all. 

But sadly, government is currently cutting funding for both upgrades to our current kill vehicle and 
for development of our next generation kill vehicle. 

Americans everywhere must demand that the administration (both current and forthcoming) and 
Congress get serious about missile defense. Congress must provide adequate funding to expand our 
current missile defense capabilities and must properly fund development and deployment of new 
missile defense technology for the future. We should all take note of who in Congress stands in the 
way and make sure that is the last time they can obstruct America from defending itself. 

George Landrith is president of Frontiers of Freedom.  

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/as-north-korean-and-russian-missiles-continue-to-
advance-us-missile-defense-must-be-top-priority/article/2609388 
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The News International – Karachi, Pakistan 

OPINION/Commentary 

Defence or Deterrence? 

By Raashid Wall Janjua 

December 14, 2016 

Defence and deterrence are the two notions in the pantheon of strategic ideas that confront a 
classic Euthyphro dilemma in the context of the Subcontinent. A question by Socrates best explains 
the above dilemma: Are morally good acts willed by God because they are morally good, or are they 
morally good because they are willed by God? 

Is deterrence good because it defends or is defence good because it deters? The above question is 
the riddle that has kept the peace in the Subcontinent hostage to the two countries’ quest for 
strategic one-upmanship. Glen Snyder, while reviewing Liddel Hart’s treatise, Deterrence or 
Defence, argues that if in response to the Soviet conventional attack in Western Europe, the US 
threatens the use of thermonuclear weapons, it would be a suicidal act. But the threat of that very 
suicidal act would ironically be the guarantor of restraint by the Soviet Union.  

How a nuclear war can be made fightable has been the main dilemma of nuclear strategists in the 
past. How a nuclear war can be kept non-suicidal against limited aggression by the enemy has been 
the main challenge confronting the nuclear scholars, such as Bernard Brodie, Lawrence Freedman, 
Herman Kahn, Thomas Shelling, and Albert Wohlstetter. Can we defend our territory against enemy 
offensive through a limited use of nuclear weapons? The question was first answered by Robert 
Christy in 1951 through his study, Project Vista, which envisaged the use of tactical nuclear 
weapons as a qualitative response against the quantitative superiority of the Soviet conventional 
forces. The Soviet Union, in turn, came up with its own version of the tactical weapon doctrine – 
escalate to deescalate – to deny nuclear escalation dominance to the US. 

The concept of using tactical nuclear forces to act as tripwires for Nato defence in Western Europe 
in flexible response mode was a logical progression in the quest for fighting nuclear war following 
the deterrence-based notions of massive retaliation and mutually assured destruction. 

Martin Van Creveld, however, was the first military thinker to debunk the concept of nuclear war 
fighting as mutually suicidal. According to him, “[a] nuclear strategy was no strategy as all notions 
of nuclear war-fighting had ultimately choked on their own absurdities”. 

While the world learnt – to its chagrin – about the non-viability of nuclear defence, India and 
Pakistan, two newly nuclearised adversaries in South Asia, prepared to square off in a nuclear 
showdown. The space for limited nuclear war-fighting, that had been initially discovered and 
subsequently rejected in the West, was prised open by the nuclear rivalry of India and Pakistan. 

It would be interesting to examine the relative nuclear stance in the strategic conflict equation of 
the two subcontinental rivals. India, as the conventionally superior adversary, preferred the use of 
nuclear weapons for defence if the need arose, while its offensive forces played their part to clinch 
the issue. Pakistan, on the other hand, relied on nuclear weapons as a form of insurance against 
Indian conventional aggression. 
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The space for conventional war shrunk significantly due to Pakistan’s credible minimum doctrine 
(CMD) that relied upon the selective use of its nuclear weapons against the countervalue targets of 
India, such as big population centres. The space for conventional war within this doctrine was 
reduced to a thin sliver between the international borders to the nuclear pain thresholds of 
Pakistan. The Kargil conflict enlivened the somnolent limited war theories into strategic salience. 
Indians started salivating at the prospects of rediscovering the lost space of conventional war in 
South Asia. 

The near-war escalation of hostilities in 2001-02 underscored the dangers of a possible limited 
conflict, remaining short of Pakistan’s nuclear thresholds. Indians, in their quest to rediscover 
conventional war, invented the cold start doctrine (CSD). The strategy relied upon eight to 10 
integrated battle groups comprising the infantry, artillery, long-range artillery and the tactical air 
force operating from close vicinity to international borders to nibble Pakistani territory and inflict 
attrition, remaining well short of Pakistan’s perceived nuclear thresholds. 

Giving a bloody nose to a rookie upstart without invoking the ‘do or die’ response by India or its 
allies was the scarlet thread of the concept. This was an ingenious attempt to gain strategic 
advantage through the exploitation of conventional force asymmetry. Pakistan, in response, set 
about choking the very space the Indian war-fighting machine sought to achieve its strategic ends. 

Pakistan’s strategic planners took a chapter out of the Christy’s 1951 study. It developed tactical 
nuclear weapons with ranges of between 60 and 80 kilometres, aimed at counterforce targets like 
Indian armour concentrations and infantry bridge heads, both across as well as inside own 
territory. Since Pakistan already had medium and long-range nuclear tipped missiles, the filling of 
the lowest tier through short-range Nasr missiles targeted at Indian conventional land forces’ 
offensive signified a full spectrum deterrence (FSD). As the CMD gave way to the FSD, there 
appeared an apparent madness to Pakistan’s tactical nuclear method. The use of short-range nukes 
in combat zones fraught with dangers of command and control and loss through enemy advance 
were balanced through deterrence by denial. This strategy involves the denial of the enemy use of 
the CSD because of fear of punishment by tactical nukes. Pakistan had apparently poured cold 
water over India’s cold start ambitions. 

The Indians, meanwhile, continued with their own version of the FSD that could deter Pakistan’s 
nuclear advantage in the shape of a true second strike capability through submarine-based nuclear 
strike capability. Pakistan’s counterforce target approach was countered by a countervalue 
posturing, giving a clear message that any small attack against any force target even within 
Pakistani territory would be responded to by India’s available nuclear might. 

The spectre of the renunciation of India’s no first strike policy loomed large in the absence of a true 
second strike capability of Pakistan. Second strike is the ability of a country to absorb the first 
strike by a nuclear adversary and then retaliate with its own submarine-based nukes. 

Pakistan, therefore, stands on the cusp of a nuclear dilemma. It can either submit to global nuclear 
disarmament calls or remain hitched forever to the escalatory arms race in quest of the elusive holy 
grail of nuclear deterrence. Having crossed the nuclear Rubicon, a sea-based capability would be 
the last frontier to achieve lasting peace and resolve the dilemma surrounding defence and 
deterrence. 

The writer is a PhD scholar at Nust. 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/171647-Defence-or-deterrence 
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The Hill – Washington, D.C. 

OPINION/Contributor 

First to Use or Not to Use First: A Curious Case of Indian Nuclear Doctrine 

By YASIR HUSSAIN, Contributor   

December 15, 2016 

The Hindu nationalist party, BJP, when stepped in power corridors it pledged to “revise and update” 
India’s nuclear doctrine. 

In its election manifesto, BJP promised to make nuclear doctrine relevant to contemporary security 
challenges. Earlier, senior BJP leader Jaswant Singh stated that the policy framework devised by 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) is “very greatly” in need of revision. He further stated “You 
cannot continue to sit in yesterday's policy”. Nonetheless, defense minister Manohar Parrikar’s 
recent bizarre comments sparked new controversy when he questioned his country’s NFU policy. 

Speaking at a book release ceremony Mr. Parrikar stated: "If a written down strategy exists or you 
take a stand really on a nuclear aspect, I think you are actually giving away your strength in nuclear, 
a lot of people say India has a no-first-use nuclear policy, but why should I bind myself? I should say 
I'm a responsible nuclear power and I will not use it irresponsibly. This is my thinking." 

Though, he clarified that his opinion wouldn’t amount to alter nuclear doctrine but the defense 
ministry immediately distanced itself by calling his remarks “personal.” 

However, number of experts saw his statements as an articulation of official policy while 
maintaining deniability. 

Mr. Parrikar holds Country’s one of the most influential political office which is directly involved in 
dealing with nuclear decision-making. As a defense minister, he is part of Political Council of the 
Nuclear Command Authority. Being representative of the apex authority on nuclear weapons, 
Parrikar’s comments have developed considerable amount of interest 

Achin Vanaik, a distinguished scholar and one of the founders of the Coalition for Nuclear 
Disarmament and Peace strongly criticized defense minister’s remarks saying that Parrikar’s 
comments can’t be taken lightly. Vanaik further stated “This is part of a wider strategy to inject 
certain things into the public discourse that fits in with the belligerent, intolerant nationalism this 
government is pushing.” 

Hawks in New Delhi argue that India must ensure compatibility of policies and strategies viz –a-viz 
evolving security dynamics in the region. According to the Bharat Karnad, a national security expert 
at the Centre for Policy Research, “The more ambiguity and opacity there is about a nuclear 
doctrine, the more it adds to deterrence.” 

Interestingly, China also pursues NFU policy and there seem no indication of policy shift. However, 
India’s doctrinal changes may convince Beijing to revisit its nuclear doctrine. India maintains that 
Chinese nuclear threat was the main stimulant behind its nuclear overdrive. Interestingly, unlike 
India, China has a consistent history of publicizing its unconditional policy of “No First Use” of 
nuclear weapons, yet Indian experts are reluctant to accept.  

For instance, Dr. Adityanjee while referring to Chinese military strategist Sun Tzu says “Strategic 
deception has been an important part of China’s military DNA” hence its nuclear doctrine does not 
hold sincere meaning. 
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Indian hawks also neglect an extremely important fact that there is no critical discourse coming out 
of China asking to revisit its NFU pledge. India’s policy of no first use is backed by threat of “Massive 
Retaliation.” 

A distinguished former Foreign Secretary of India, Shyam Saran has stated that any nuclear attack 
(strategic or tactical weapons) would be met by "massive retaliation." 

It means India will go full-fledge nuclear escalation if Pakistan uses its TNWs against punitive 
conventional retaliation. This claim clearly suggests that, India has been trying to find space for 
limited conventional war against Pakistan without crossing nuclear threshold. 

Pakistan being inferior in both economic and military terms cannot afford military engagement 
with India. It responded India’s provocative strategy by introducing tactical nuclear weapons. The 
rationale behind Pakistan's tactical nuclear weapon was to deter Indian proactive war-fighting 
strategies formally known as Cold Start Doctrine. Although, nuclear experts in Pakistan claim that 
TNWs have reduced chances for conventional attack emanating from militarily mighty India. 

Nuclear Pundits in New Delhi accused and singled-out Pakistan for its First-Use pledge. On April 
2006, the President Obama in his concluding remarks at Nuclear Security Summit in Washington 
when asked India to reduce its nuclear weapons, India refuted by saying that it follows no-first use 
of nuclear weapons policy. While speaking at a conference organized by Institute for Defense 
Studies and Analysis, the then Indian premier Manmohan Sing proposed a global convention on “no 
first use” of nuclear weapons. It suggests that India, in past, has glorified its NFU policy. It has used 
NFU policy as an instrument to secure legitimacy for its de-facto nuclear weapon status without 
being signatory to the nuclear nonproliferation regime (NPT). 

It is quite evident that, over a five-year period, India remains world’s largest arms importer. India 
accounted for 14 per cent of total imports between 2011 and 2015. Pakistan stands nowhere in 
conventional parity with India. Pakistan’s reliance on its nuclear weapons is increasing due to the 
fact that, it lacks gigantic military strength to avert conventional threat from India. Therefore 
India’s ambition to re-articulate its doctrine to make it solely relevant to Pakistan’s TNWs would 
degrade India’s global nuclear posture. 

On several counts, India’s NFU posture has played an instrumental role in its strategic gains. The 
NFU policy has been diplomatically used particularly in the backdrop of civil nuclear cooperation 
agreements with U.S., Japan, Canada and Australia. The glorification of NFU pledge has yielded 
immense support for India’s accommodation in multilateral nuclear export control regime. 

A shift towards “first use” of nuclear weapon posture will have ripple effect in South Asia. A calm 
and cool China may also look for the prospects of doctrinal shift vis-a-vis India. A policy shift will 
lead to lowering of nuclear threshold making South Asia a ‘nuclear flashpoint’. Therefore it would 
be unwise for India to go for doctrinal changes in world’s one of the most fragile region.  

Yasir Hussain is pursuing MPhil degree in International Relations from School of Politics and 
International Relations Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad. 

http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international/310633-first-to-use-or-not-to-use-first-a-
curious-case-of-indian 
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ABOUT THE USAF CUWS 

The USAF Counterproliferation Center was established in 1998 at the direction of the Chief of Staff of the 
Air Force. Located at Maxwell AFB, this Center capitalizes on the resident expertise of Air University, while 
extending its reach far beyond - and influences a wide audience of leaders and policy makers. A 
memorandum of agreement between the Air Staff Director for Nuclear and Counterproliferation (then 
AF/XON), now AF/A5XP) and Air War College Commandant established the initial manpower and 
responsibilities of the Center. This included integrating counterproliferation awareness into the 
curriculum and ongoing research at the Air University; establishing an information repository to promote 
research on counterproliferation and nonproliferation issues; and directing research on the various topics 
associated with counterproliferation and nonproliferation.  

The Secretary of Defense's Task Force on Nuclear Weapons Management released a report in 2008 that 
recommended "Air Force personnel connected to the nuclear mission be required to take a professional 
military education (PME) course on national, defense, and Air Force concepts for deterrence and 
defense." As a result, the Air Force Nuclear Weapons Center, in coordination with the AF/A10 and Air 
Force Global Strike Command, established a series of courses at Kirtland AFB to provide continuing 
education through the careers of those Air Force personnel working in or supporting the nuclear 
enterprise. This mission was transferred to the Counterproliferation Center in 2012, broadening its 
mandate to providing education and research to not just countering WMD but also nuclear deterrence. 

In February 2014, the Center’s name was changed to the Center for Unconventional Weapons Studies to 
reflect its broad coverage of unconventional weapons issues, both offensive and defensive, across the six 
joint operating concepts (deterrence operations, cooperative security, major combat operations, irregular 
warfare, stability operations, and homeland security). The term “unconventional weapons,” currently 
defined as nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons, also includes the improvised use of chemical, 
biological, and radiological hazards. 

The CUWS's military insignia displays the symbols of nuclear, biological, and chemical hazards. The arrows 
above the hazards represent the four aspects of counterproliferation - counterforce, active defense, 
passive defense, and consequence management. 
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